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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: The Son of man came to seek 

and to save that which was lost.—Luxe ig: ro. : 
“ April 5.—Christ’s Table Talk 
2. April r2.—The Journey to Emmaus (iteoter 
Lesson 


Luke 14 : 7-24 
Luke 24: 


13°35 


3. A .— The Cost of Discipleship ....... Luke 14 : 25-35 
4 rye hs —The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin . . . Luke 15: 1-10 
5. May 3.—The Prodigal Son ( |! emperance Lesson) . “Luke 15 : 41-32 
6. Maly 10.—The Unjust Steward .......... Luke 16 : 1-13 
. May 17.—The Rich Man and Lazarus . . Luke 16 ; 14, 15, 19-32 
4 May 24.—Unprofitable Servants ......... uke 17 : I-10 
9. May 3z.—The Grateful Samaritan. ....... Luke 17 : 11-19 
Or, Whitsuntide Lesson—The Revealing Spirit t Cor. 2 


. June 7.—The Coming of the Kingdom 


Luke 17 : 20-37 
It. June 14.—The Friend of Sinners . . . . 


14; -19 : I-t0 
une 21,—The. Great: Refusal Mark 10 : 17-3 
+ 


une 28.—Review : The Seeking Saviour. 


% 


Easter Flowers 
By Ella M. Elliott 


HEY bloom for us above, 
The Easter dlossoms we so dearly love, 
Those flower-like faces radiant with the glow 

Our waiting hearts still know. 


What sudden glad surprise, 

One Easter morn, shall meet our wondering eyes ! 

What heaven-born charm, what new undreamed- 
. Of grace 

In each beloved face ! 








The plan for the Moslem Prayer Week, in which 
your Sunday-school and church may want to have a 
share, is presented on page 182 of this issue. 


a 
Sin’s Only Master 


Sin is the most powerful force in the world, ex- 
cept God. And sin is a force which, once started, 
nothing can stop except God. Sin does not get tired 
out; instead, ‘* the hopelessness of sin is its increasing 
momentum.’’ This means that the sin which”every 
one. of us has within himself is inevitably bound to 
inerease .until it has worked a destruction which no 
human being can comprehend, —unless we of our own 


free will bring the sin to God, its only Master, and. 
let him halt its tragic work. Could any mercy and 
love be greater than God’s when, at the cost of the 
cross, he offers us himself in Christ to be the supreme 
Master over this otherwise uncontrollable sin that we 
have voluntarily chosen for ourselves? Are we living 
in the miracle of experiencing the constant subjection 
of our sin, moment by moment, to the mastery of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 
x 


When Idols Are Worshiped 


Men are not won away from harmful habits, as a 
rule, by being told how harmful those habits are. 
They can best be separated from such habits by being 
shown something that is sure to be more interesting, 
when rightly seen ; and that something is Christ. Dr, 
Scofield has reminded us: ‘‘ Paul said, ‘ Ye turned to 
God from idols.’ Not, ‘ Ye turned from idols to God.’ 
We preachers, let’s get that. We preach entirely too 
much about idols, Show men God, and in turning 
to him they will turn away from idols. ‘I determined 
to know nothing in godless, idolatrous Corinth but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.’"’ Itis better to hold 
up Christ than to run down idols, 


x 
Without Turning Aside 


Vacillation is.a deadly thief of time. Vacillation 
means turning from one side to the other, instead of 
going straight ahead. The cure for it is twofold : 
first, we must be quite clear what our goal is ; second, 
we must move unwaveringly toward it. It sounds easy 
to say this, but it is often strangely difficult to do it. 
Some of us would be surprised to discover how de- 
structively vacillation is entering into our whole life, 
wastefully reducing by half or more the time that we 
are spending in effective effort. We start to do a 
thing in a certain way ; then the thought comes to us, 


why not do it this other way? The first way was 
a good way, and so is the second ; and thus we de- 
bate between the two, and the seconds or the min- 
utes slip by unused, It will help us if we insist with 
ourselves upon habitually doing things in the way we 
set out to do them unless a really imperative reason 
is seen for changing the plan. It may be well to run 
some risk even of doing a thing in a way not quite 
the best, rather than debating an alternative course, if 
we can thus cultivate the habit of wasteless, unwaver- 
ing accomplishment. To ‘‘ press on toward the goal"’ 
by the most direct pathway is as good a principle for 
temporal life as for spiritual. And no man’s spiritual 
life can be at its best if the time that he spends on 
temporal duties is habitually wasted by wavering. 
ax 
When the Loved One Has Gone 
Have we learned to rejoice in what our loss of 

loved ones whom God has called to himself means to 
them? A business man tells of how God unexpect- 
edly blessed him in a time of heart- breaking sorrow : 
‘*When my dear wife was called home it did indeed 
seem as if all of God’s billows had gone over my soul. 
I was not rebellious—He was much too gracious to 
me to permit that. On the way to my office to take 
up again the daily routine of business, overwhelmed 
with a sense of loneliness and loss, theré came to me, 
like a ray of light through the gloom, 1 Corinthians 
2:9: ‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.’ That 
message brought peace to my soul ; and I would not, 
had it been possible, have called back again the loved 
one who had already entered into the enjoyment of 
those things which our Heavenly Father had prepared 
for her.’’ Perhaps we shall not be able to find words 
in which to pour out our thanksgiving to God for his 
love to our loved ones, as we think of what life now 
means to them, forever in Christ's presence. 
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Inviting the Lord Jesus In 


HRISTIAN social service, or the social applica- 
tion of Christianity, is much in the foreground 
just now. That ought to be well, for applied 

Christianity is the most undeveloped phase of the re- 
demption of the world ; but it is not altogether well, 
because it is not always the Christianity of Christ that 
is being applied, but ofttimes a weak solution of 
Christianity,—a little of the teaching of Christ dis- 
solved in somebody's social philoséphy, one part in 
several, Salvation is a miracle, but it is a miracle 
upon the existing soul and upon existing society ; it 
introduces no new faculties, and ignores none that 
exist ; hence it makes use of both psychological and 
social processes which are familiar to us. Christ's 
teachings suggest no absurd psychology, nor any so- 
cial fads and fancies. On the contrary, he observed 
the laws of the soul : ‘* To them that received him to 
them gave he the power to become sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name.’’ Also he ob- 
served the natural laws of society. 

The walk to Emmaus supplies a simple and unique 
lesson of the operation of redeeming grace according 
to social laws, The very simplicity and naturalness 
of this lesson causes it to be ofttimes overlooked. The 
practical recognition of it would advance applied 
Christianity more in a decade than it has advanced in 
a millennium. The present-day social gospel of the 
sufficiency of a good enviconment would stand con- 
demned as a false Christ, and the necessity of an in- 
dividual and: personal receiving of redeeming grace, 
its admission from being an environment to becoming 
a Possession, would be clear. Such is the lesson of 
the walk to Emmaus. 


It was just after the great events of the Passion 
Week. Jesus had entered the Holy City in a tri- 
umphal procession ; he had eaten the Passover with 
his disciples and instituted the Supper; at the su- 
preme moment of his atoning work he had said, ‘It 
is finished’’ ; and now he had risen from the dead, 
though his disciples did not yet know it for a cer- 
tainty. Jesus had departed from the world when his 
atoning work was ‘* finished.'’- , Now he returned for 
a new approach to the world, to bring the gospel mes- 
sage and to send it out into the world. Two of his 
disciples were on their way to Emmaus. The way 
was out the Jaffa road, around the shoulder of the 
great hill to the northwest from the city, and on down 
toward the valley of Ajalon, perhaps to the place of 
these old ruins where we may now turn aside and 
gather wild-flowers, and meditate on that twilight talk 
of Jesus, 

But the real ‘*way’’ in which Jesus approached 
them was the way of their meditations : ‘* They talked 
together of all these things: which had happened."’ 
As the sun sank below the western hills of Judea, 
and the shadows crept up to the tops of the moun- 
tains and dropped their deep gloom upon the Holy 
City like the shadow of disappointment that had 
rested upon the disciples these three days, they 
walked along the way and talked of ‘ these things’’; 
and after a while a stranger joined them. He came 
up as a stranger, he.was not recognized by them, and 
so he conducted himself as a stranger and took a 
stranger's reception. Then, when they stopped to 


turn aside to the village whither they went, -he kept 
right on as 


a stranger would.. Just here is a -pivotal 
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point of the narrative. Their recognition of their 
Lord depended upon the happenings of the moment 
when they turned off and he was going on. How 
very often the great things of salvation depend upon 
the happenings of a moment! They asked him in, 
he accepted the invitation ; and see what followed ! 
He went in with them, the fellowship of the way was 
continued in the fellowship of the supper, and in that 
they knew him. Christ here laid a social law under 
tribute : their asking him in was a vital act in their 
recognition of Jesus. Here appears the saving grace 
of hospitality. 

There is a divine gentlemanliness. “Indeed, there 
is something divine in all gentlemanliness ; it is always 
a faint trace of the outline of that divine image in 
man which sin has so blurred. But, if gentlemanli- 
ness is a feature of the image of God, we must expect 
to find it in greater distinctness in God himself. So 
there is a divine gentlemanliness. The gentleman 
does not go as a friend where he is not wanted, He 
may sometimes find it necessary to apprehend an 
evil-doer, sit in judgment upon him, and hale him off 
to prison ; but he never stays as a friend where he is 
not wanted. He awaits an invitation ; ; he stays only 
where he feels sure of a welcome. There is in the 
Saviour the same gentlemanliness: he stays as a 
friend only where he is welcome. He will one day 
apprehend evil-doers, sit in judgment upon them and 
send them to prison. under the sentence, ‘* Depart 
from me, ye cursed’' ; but he is the gentleman, and 
as friend, as Saviour, he never stays where he is not 
wanted, He draws near us in the way and makes 
‘¢our hearts burn within us"’ by bis divine influence ; 
but he does not come in until invited. Where he has 
been invited, ‘‘to as many as received him, to them 
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gave he power to become sons of God.’’ He stands 
at the door and knocks, but he never enters until 
some one within hears and opens the door. Hospi- 
tality indeed becomes a ‘‘ saving ’* grace. 

Sometimes for years Jesus passes our way again and 
again, and we see him, and he talks with us by the 
way, but—e passes on. He is not invited in, and he 
is a gentleman, and we have not the saving grace. of 
hospitality. 

Moreover, even after we have ode friends with 
Jesus, he still continues to be the gentleman who 
passes on as other gentlemen do, except when asked 
in. He comes in and sups with us only upon. our in- 
vitation. We have sometimes peeped out through the 
curtains at a friend going by, without inviting him in. 
As Jesus’ friends we too often do the same with him. 
We are ‘too busy,’’ or we have ‘‘other company,”’ 
and so our friendship languishes and our hearts grow 
cold, and we begin to say, ‘‘ He used to stop, but now 
he always goes by.’’ All this because we do not ask 
him in. We need a great increase in the saving grace 
of hospitality. 

But the saving grace of hospitality does not reach 
its full scope by inviting hinvin ; it extends to.all whom 
we receive ‘‘in his name.’’ There is a hespitality 
that is only human, a dim trace of the divine image. 
But hospitality ‘‘in his name’’ must be something 
more than mere sociability, ‘‘asking to be asked 
again,’’ or even being kindly patronizing ; more than 
the mere ‘‘charity’’ that may fling a bone to a poor 
dog. We never can be God's messenger to save any 
man unless we first ‘‘ask him in’’: bring hii, in 


Christian fellowship, into that banqueting hall where 
the banner over all is Christian love. 
God give us more of this saving grace of hospitality. 





Bringing the Sunday-school Into 
the Real Riches of the Bible 


One of the most widely-known Bible teachers in 
the English-speaking world to-day dates a great spir- 
itual awakening in his own life. from the time when he 
first began to study the Bible «‘ by wholes,’’—that is, 
getting a view of the meaning of the Bible message as 
a whole, and then of the different books of the Bible 
as wholes, and as seen in their relation to the other 
books. He says: ‘1 can only say that from that day 
[when I first saw the gain of this sort of study] to this, 
the blessing that has followed me has been like the 
mountain stream that increases as it flows toward the 
great ocean, First there came a strengthening of con- 
viction as to the infallibility of the Bible—every part 
of it, and this was followed by a deepening of my own 
inner spiritual life, then a» broadening of my mental 
vision, so that I came to have an interest in the pur- 
suit of related studies such as never before, and finally 
a lightening of my labors in the ministry that made 
previous drudgery a present delight.’"".| What was true 
in his own case has proved to be true in the case of 

thousands of others, as this simple secret of an en- 
tiching form of Bible study has been realized and 
practised, 

How can the Sunday-school, in spite of its very 
limited time for Bible study, be made the occasion for 
the leading out of more and more persons, young and 
old, into the amazing riches of the Bible that are ours 
when we begin to see it according to the plan and pur- 
pose of its author, the Holy Spirit of God? The 
Christian world already owes more than can be reck- 
oned to the tireless and faithful labors of love of the 
International Lesson Committee, whose work has 
bound together the followers of our Lord throughout 
the world in the every-week study of the Bible in the 
Sunday-school. Can that much beset and graciously 
responsive body of men do even more, should the 
International Sunday School Convention so direct, to 
place the Bible-studying public under obligations, by 
so arranging lesson courses as to make more readily 
possible the comprehensive study of the Bible as a 
whole? 

It is significant that two experienced Sunday-school 
workers and leaders should, independently of each 
other, have been moved to bring this matter before 
The Sunday School Times. One of these is the well- 
known editor and writer, Dr. Amos R. Wells, who 
wrote on the same subject in these columns a few 
years ago, and whose collaboration with Dr. F. N. 
Peloubet in recent years in the production of the 
famous ‘‘Peloubet’'s Notes’’ has brought him into 





touch with thousands of Sunday-school teachers, His 
enthusiastic convictions as to a plan of lesson selec- 
tions are set forth on the facing page. Dr, Wells’ 
suggestions seek not only to bring together the best 


points of the Uniform and the Graded systems, but 


they also allow for some of this broad, comprehensive, 
‘«synthetic’’ study of the Bible, 

The other worker is the Rev. E. Y. Woolley, super- 
intendent of The Moody Sunday-school of Chicago, 
the remarkable and inspiring story of which was told 
by Mr. Hugh Cork in his **Sunday-school Clinic’’ in 
these columns in the issue of November 2, 1912. 
There are apparently few Sunday-scheols in this land 
to-day that are doing more effective and spiritually 
blessed work than is The ‘Moody Sunday-school. 
Moreover, Mr. Woolley has-seen through bis place of 
leadership in The Moody Church and _ his.intimate 
touch with The Moody Bible: Institute what a. miracle 
of power and: blessing there is to Christian people in 
the comprehensive kind of Bible study which he longs 
to see brought more fully into our Sunday-schools. 
He writes : 


I have always believed that the Unif rm Lessons so strongly 
advocated by Mr. Moody, Dr, H. Clay ‘Trumbull, and a the 
other great pioneer leaders in the Sunday-schook movement 
were among the strongest links that bound together Christians 
of all evangelical faiths the world round, - I view with serieus 
apprehension the Graded Lessons, beth because they break 
up the unity which the Uniform Lessons. give, so putting an 
end to the study of the Sunday-school lesson in tie famsity, and 
at the family altar, and also becaiise they make weekly teach- 
ers'-meetings impracticable. 

One of the weak spots.in the armor of the Uniform kesson 
system is the more or less hop, skip, and jump method of 
taking a few verses here and there. 

Would not the Uniform Lessons be strengthened if the. Les- 
son Committee should prepare a comprehensive, synthetic 
study of the Bible by books, so that when those teachers and 
scholars who did faithful work had finished thie six or ne 
years’ course they would have a real grasp of the menage 
the Bible as a whole, and the meaning and message of its 
‘Testaments and books? 

Of course, such a plan would have its diffeulties ; but they 
could be worked out. For instance, suppose a short book 
were being studied for one or more Sundays : certain assigned 
verses could still be used for the puble readimg and for the 
elementary graties, but the whole: emphasis weuld be on the 
book as a whole, and net on these. particular verses. 

In order to meet the needs of the elementary grades, and for 
the sake of the immense advantages of the Uniform: Lésson 
idea, lessons from the same book and ‘the same verses could 
be prepared tor the younger ones, whieh should: at. the same 
time introduce the good features of the graded system. . ‘Fwo 
such courses might cover the gronad for the younger children, 
one for those elementary scholars whe can read, and the other 
for those who are too voung to read. , 

Such a system would : 

1. Give the benefit, without the disadvantages, of. the Graded 
System. 
2. Give to the secondary and adult grades a system of! Bible 
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study which would remove the chief reproach made against 
the Sunday-school, that the scholars do not secure a 
worth-while knowledge of God's Word. 

3. Preserve the great advantages of the Uniform Lesson. 

There may be a brighter day than ever ahead for 
the Sunday-school, if the suggestions of these two 

practical men can in some way be worked out. The 
great goal that together they set forth is twofold : to 
preserve the inestimable gain and strength of the uni- 
form basis of Scripture material for the school as a 
whole ; and to give Sunday-school members a deeper, 
richer, more intelligent, more satisfying and more 
spiritually strengthening view of the Bible and its 
precious truths. 

Because there are certain very real difficulties in the 
way of putting into effect the general basis of lessons 
proposed by Dr. Wells and Mr. Woolley, let us not 
be prevented by those difficulties from pressing for- 
ward to a practical_attainment, somehow, of the goal 
itself, These difficulties can surely be worked out 
and adjusted. For example, the three departments 
suggested by Dr. Wells as the general divisions of the 

entire school are, of course, only tentative, as to both 
names and ages represented. He himself suggests in 
a personal letter that perhaps the lower of his three 
departments should be called Junior, rather than 
Primary: ‘‘It corresponds to our Junior Christian 
Endeavor Societies and Junior Epworth Leagues, etc., 
in which the children remain with perfect satisfaction 
until they are fourteen.’ In any case, it might be 
advisable to exclude the youngest children in the 
Sunday-sehool from the use of the uniform section of 
Scripture material, and give them an entirely different 
set of lessons, in which the easily recognized needs of 
their age would be met without reference to the rest of 
the school. This growping of the youngest ones 
would naturally continue to be counted as the ‘‘Be- 
ginners’’’ department, as at present, or it might even 
include both Beginners and Primary, 

Fhe tentative scheme suggested by Dr. Wells for 
the second quarter of this year is necessarily worked 
out under difficulties which might be lessened if the 
selection of Scripture material had been miade at’the 
outset with reference to the proposed basis of a 
Graded Uniform series. Dr. Wells’ list of pdssible 
lessons for this quarter is quite tentative, and is''evi- 
dently imperfect as compared with what might be Gone 
if an entire course were being built up on the tiew 
plan from the beginning. We must be careful ndt'to 
condemn the proposed plan beeause of the obvious 
defects that appear when, by way merely of illustra- 
tion, it is fitted on to the present Uniform system. 

In addition to the great blessings that can result 
from the more thoroughgoing and comprehensive view 
of the Bible, one of the strongest reasons for the uhi- 
form basis of Scripture lessons for the bulk of the 
Sunday-school is in the opportunity it offers for a 
perennially fresh treatment of the lessons by both 
religious and secular periodicals. Dr. Wells calls 
attention to this. Any system that tends to prevent 
the continued focusing of the world’s consecrated 
Bible scholarship, interpretation, and ‘teaching upon 
the lessons is incurring a grave loss for the Sunday- 
school. The costly and more or less permanent text- 
book feature of the Graded Lessons, no matter how 

carefully prepared, seems to count as a real loss rather 
than gain, because of this fact. And the binding 
together of the home circle in united reading and 
study of a common Bible passage or‘séction of ‘Scrip- 
‘ture material through the week, around the family 
altar, in meal-time conversations, and the like, is _ by 
no means an imaginary or sentimental asset. ~ is 


-one of the blessed bulwarks of. our Christian homies’ 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times will wel- 
come letters from Sunday-school workers in expression 
of their views upon this whole subject, and with spe- 
cial reference to the gain of the study of the Bible by 


-wholes; and. of uniformity in the Scripture material 
for the school, ‘May there be much prayer offered, 


by all of us, that God will lead on in richer blessings 
of Bible study for the Sunday-schoels than we have 
yet dared to ask. 

<40 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR God and Father : Thy kingdom come! Oh, for the 
day when thy Spirit shall pervade all law, all our poli- 
tical and social life, and every human heart! Possess 

our souls with a fiery z~al to hasten that day. Steep our whole 
being i» love and fond concern for others’ welfare. Make our 
eyes ache with the vision of human need, and our hearts burst 
with longing to help. Let compassion so possess ts that ‘noth- 
ing else shall:seem to matter. Break the clutch of pride, 
vanity, hust of pleasure, and set us free to serve. From. this 
@ay let great things be done in thy. name:: hearts opened ; 

perse-strings loosened ; thy people knit together to serve ; de- 
eisive steps taken.to meet galling human needs, and to organ- 
‘ize righteousness and kindly ministry. Impart ,thy power to 


all praying souls and to all just Christian endeavor. 
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LESSON FOR ‘APRIL 5 (Luke 14 : 7-24) 
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Graded Uniform Lesson System ! 





HOSE well informed regarding Sunday-school af- 
fairs know that the present is a peculiarly ap- 
propriate time for the discussion of the Inter- 

national lesson scheme. The Lesson Committee has 
responded to the wide demand for graded lessons by 
giving us an elaborate series of such lessons, a series © 
into which has been put much conscientious and 
skilful work. The Uniform Lessons are continued by 
the Committee on largely the same plan as from the 
very beginning. 

The result has been confusion and disagreement 
probably unequaled in Sunday-school history. The 
new graded lessons have made many enthusiastic 
friends and many bitter foes. Entirely aside from 
the criticised points in the lesson topics themselves, 
many schools find themselves overweighted by the 
large number of courses, and perplexed by the diver- 
sity of subjects. It seems to be a return to the chaotic 
condition which the International Committee was 
formed to cure, and did cure with the Uniform Lessons. 

More than two decades ago I began to write in favor 
of graded schools, and I have continued to urge school 
grading ever since ; but my thought of the matter has 
never included a departure from essential uniformity 
throughout the school. The plan I have had in mind 
is a simple one, but adequate to the needs of the 
schools. It would maintain each school as an un- 
broken, enthusiastic entity; would allow teachers’ - 
meetings and render it easy to obtain substitute teach- 
ers; and would give to the schools the same varied, 
timely, and unstereotyped lesson helps that have 
grown up-and flourished under the Uniform Lessons. 
It is, in brief, a Graded Uniform System. ay 

Some have called. this proposal a contradiction ‘jn 
terms, but it will be seen that it is not. . Any system, 
however minutely graded, must be uniform to the 
extent of having the same text-book, the’ Bible.’ This 
one fact renders it impossible for Sunday-schools to 
imitate the elaborate grading of secular "schools. 
Primary, Intermediate, and Adult departiments, and 
as many more as you please to form, must go in the 
end to the same book for their material. It is only a 
question whether pupils of different ages can find ap- 
propriate nutriment in the same (or cognate) passages, 
or whether certain parts of the Bible must be ruled 
off for the children, other parts for the youth, and 
other parts for the adult. 

My own studies (and I have béen a Sunday-school 
lesson commentator for more than a quarter-century) 
have convinced me that all parts of the Bible, suitable 
for Sunday-school use at all, afford lessons appropriate 
to all ages. In many cases the same short Scripture 
passage will answer admirably for all. parts of. the 
school, though nearly always with a change of head- 
ing to direct attention to different phases or applica- 
When a passage.is not appro- 
priate for a grade, it is always possible to select a - 
lesson for that grade from some near-by portion of the 
same book or from kindred books of the Bible, per- 
haps by the same writer. ; 


How Would the Lessons Fit? 

I believe that three grades are ample for a school— 
Primary, Intermediate, and Senior (or Adult, or 
Advanced, as you piease). If seven-year courses are 
arranged, the children will remain, on the average, , 
seven years in the Primary grade, and seven years in 
the Intermediate grade, passing into the Adult grade 
at the age of nineteen to twenty-one. A teacher may — 
well retain a class all through the grade, and in 
practise it is almost impossible to prevent it ; nor is 
it often desirable to prevent it. If the teachers and 
superintendent have sufficient backbone, a pupil will 
be kept in one grade until he has passed genuine ex- 
aminations in seven years of the work of that grade, 
and thus only will graduation have significance. 

For an example of how a uniform historical series 
of lessons might be graded, let us look at the very 
next .quarter of the International Uniform lessons. 
Sometimes just a verse or two in the lesson text, or the 
Golden Text, will furnish the Scripture material for 
the Primary topics that are here suggested. 


Lesson 1 (April 5) is Chrisfs Table Talk (Luke 
14:7-24). For adult classes the subject might: be | 
‘‘Christ's Conversations,'’ with references not only ~ 


to this ‘‘table talk’’ but also to other striking cen- ~: 


Is there some way by which the great strength of 
the Uniform Lesson idea, which has largely made 
possible the tremendous Sunday-school achieve- 
ments of our generation, can be united with the 
best points of the Graded Lesson system? Neither 
system to-day seems to be as satisfactory as it might 
be. Dr. Wells has positive and enthusiastic con- 
victions as to the way out. The plan is, of course, 
sketched here only in the most tentative way; but 
The Sunday School Times earnestly hopes that the 
International Sunday School Convention and the 
Lesson Committee: will give it, subject to such 
change and improvement as are found desirable, 
serious consideration and, if possible, a practical 
trial. It is further discussed on the facing page of 
- ** Open Letters.”’ 








versations of our Lord, as with Nicodemus, the woman 
at the well, and the rich young ruler. Adult classes 
would seek to learn from this wide range of Christ's 
examples hew they themselves may converse help- 
fully and inspiringly.. Intermediate pupils, on the 
other hand, might more suitably confine themselves 
te the one passage, Luke 14:7-24, but with the 
theme, -‘* What Things to Seek,’’ which would be far 
more suggestive te them than ‘‘ Christ’s Table Talk.”’ 
The text.deals with the seeking of honor, of reward, 
and of happiness ; it leads out into consideration of 
all kinds of life-goals. But for primary classes this 
view of the lesson is not suited ; they are not awake 
yet to the meaning of life-goals. They are, however, 
confronted ‘by present duties, and the child-topic for 
the. lesson might well be, ‘‘ Don't Make Excuses,’’ 
the emphasis being thrown on the excuses made. by 


_ those invited to the great supper, and most helpful dis- 
' cussion being held ‘concerning the excuses that we are 


likely to make when duty urges or opportunity invites. 
Lesson 2, The Journey to Emmaus (Luke 24 : 13- 
35), might become for adults, ‘‘ Christ as the Fulfil- 


ment of Prophecy,'’ with a review of ‘‘the things 


concerning himself’’ which Christ expounded ; for 
Intermediate, ‘‘The Glory of the Risen Lord’’ ; for 
Primary, ‘‘ Jesus in your Home.’’ - 

Lesson 3, Zhe Cost of Discipleship (Luke 14 : 25- 
35), might be for adults, ‘* Who is a Follower of Jesus 
Christ ?’’ with ‘applications to business, politics, so- 
ciety; etc, ;-for Intermediate, ‘‘ What it Costs to bea 
Christian ’’; Primary, ‘‘Self-Denial for Jesus’ Sake.’’ 

Lesson 4, The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin (Luke 
15 : I-10). ‘For adults, ‘*‘ The Glorious Doctrine of 
Salvation’’; Intermediate, ‘*‘ How God Feels Toward 
Sinners and .How Christians Should Feel Toward 
Them "’; Primary, ‘‘ What to Do When Things Are 
Lost."" - ; 

Lesson 5, Zhe Prodigal Son (Luke 15 : 11-32), be- 
comes for.adults, ‘*The World's Prodigals and How 
to: Reach Them,’’ and for both Intermediate and 


- Primary, ‘‘ Foolish Sons and Daughters.’’ 


Lesson 6, Zhe Unjust Steward (Luke 16 : 1-13), 
may be -for aduits, ‘‘ Mammon Worship ’’ ; Interme- 
diate, ‘‘Trying to Serve Two Masters’’; Primary, 
‘* Faithful in Little Things."’ 

Lesson 7, Zhe Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16 : 
14, 15, 19-31), for adults, ‘‘What Are Heaven and 
Hell ?’’ Intermediate, ‘‘ Selfishness and its Results’’ ; 
Primary, ‘‘ The Man Who Would Not Help.”’ 

Lesson 8, Unprofitable Servants (Luke 17 : 1-10), 
Adult, ‘* Lord, Increase Our Faith’’; Intermediate 
and Primary, .‘‘ Doing Our Duty.’ 

Lesson 9, The Grateful Samaritan (Luke.17 : 11- 
1g), Aduit,;.“< Saved, to Save’’; Intermediate, «‘ How 


. to Show. Gur Gratitude to God’’ ; Primary, ‘Saying 


‘Thank You’ to.Our. Father in Heaven.”’ 
Lesson 10, The Coming of the ‘Kingdom (Luke 17 : 
20-37), Adult, ‘‘Christ’s Second Coming’’; Inter- 


. mediate and Primary, ‘*«Do Not Put Off Following 


Christ.” : 

Lésson 11, The Friend of Sinners (Luke 18 : 9-14; 
tg : 1-10), Adult, ‘*The Peril of Spiritual Pride’’ ; 
Intermediate, ‘‘Two Bad Men and How They Be- 
came Good '"’; Primary, ‘‘ The Man Who Climbed a 
Tree and Found Jesus." 


Lesson 12, The Great. Refusal (Mark 10 : 17-31), 


Adult, ‘*The Great Refusal and the Great Accept- 
ance’’; Intermediate, ‘* The Last That Are First and 
the First That Are Last’’; Primary, ‘‘ Loving Jesus 
More than All that We Have.’’ 


We have here twelve themes worthy of the adult 
mind, reaching out manifestly to the largest problems 
of thought and action ; twelve subjects for youth, 
comprehensible, practical, vivid ; and twelve topics 
for children, simple, concrete, and picturesque. And 
the Scripture passages are drawn from the same mate- 
rial for all. 

There are few passages that would be selected for 
any grade which do not thus adapt themselves to all 
the other grades, if the appropriate themes are brought 
out by different titles. It is a matter of selection and 
emphasis. If, however, the Lesson Committee de- 
sired to set before the adults some passage not suited 
to their juniors, for that Sunday a different selection 
might be made for them from the same or kindred 
book ; and thus, even in these rare instances, sub- 
stantial uniformity would be preserved. I believe 
that such threefold topics, chosen with brightness 
and set forth attractively, would fit the Uniform Les- 
sons to the real needs of all our schools, and meet the 
more important criticisms that have been directed 
against them. 


Branching Out into Topical Study 

But there is another improvement which I covet for 
the Uniform Lessons—the topical series which is so 
admirable a feature of the Graded Lessons. Why 
need the Uniform Lessons always be historical in 
their*method? Why may we not, at least a third of 
the time, range over the entire Bible and get a com- 
prehensive view of its teachings ? 

Such topical series might well be interspersed 
among the historical series. For example, this might 
be the outline of one seven-year period : 


First year ; Old Testament History through Joshua. 
Second year : Christ's Parables and Miracles. 
Third year ;: Old Testament History to the End: 
Fourth year ; Foundation Truths of the Bible. 
Fifth year : New Testament History : Gospels. 
Sixth year; Bible Lessons on the Conduct of Life. 
Seventh year : New Testament History : Acts. 


The alternate years might be most interestingly 
varied : now a year in Paul’s writings ; now a year 
with the prophets.; now. a study of Job, Psalms, and 
the Proverbs ; now a course in Bible geography, 
grouping the events that occurred. in the different 
places ; and frequently years in which the-great 
themes of theology and ethics are pursued through 
the entire book. 

I think it will be obvious.that such a scheme could 
easily be kept uniform, and yet fitted to the three de- 
partments of the school. Ejight-year-old and eighty- 
year-old need to learn the same great. truths about 
God and Christ, life and death, duty and strength, 
love and fidelity, prayer and the Bible and-the Sab- 
bath, time and eternity. . The children wil! have for 
each topic but one simple Bible reference ; the youths 
will have three or four; the adults may cover the 
entire Bible ; but the school will be a unit, having 
the same goal. -For a course in Bible geography, 
while the primary pupils learn about only one event 
for a place, and the intermediates learn about several, 
the adults will review all the Bible happenings that 
took place in the locality, and can even come down 
to the Crusaders and to Napoleon. 

The Uniform Lessons, with this threefold grading 
in theme and occasionally in Scripture, and with the 
delightful addition of topical lessons breaking into the 
monotony of historical lessons, would in my judg- 
ment best meet the pedagogical and spiritual needs 
of our schools. , 

They would be flexible, because simple in plan. 
The more complex the scheme, the more fossilized it 
is sure to become. 

They would grow in interest and power, changing 
and developing with each seven-year period. 

They would not become stereotyped in a series of 
interdenominational text-books, difficult to prepare, 
costly to print, and therefore little likely to be re- 
modeled. 

They would receive full.and varied treatment in the 








180 


‘religious press and in the greatly varied weeklies, 
monthlies, and annuals now devoted to lesson eluci- 
dation. No one can compute the loss to the 
Sunday-school if the various religious periodicals 
and secular papers should cease to treat the cur- 
rent lessons. 

They would permit teachers’ -meetings ; and teach- 
ers’ -meetings are the life of a school. Indeed, they 
would render teachers’ - ings more interesting and 
pointed than they are now, while the complexly 
graded lessons cannot be treated in general teachers’ - 
meetings at all. 

They lend themselves to the constantly recurring 
necessity of obtaining substitute teachers ; and where 
eight or ten entirely different lessons are taught in a 
school it is next to impossible to obtain substitute 
teachers, 

They admit of general exercises appropriate to the 
lesson, —concert reading of the Scriptures, school re- 
views, blackboard talks, object lessons, many other 
helps on the Uniform Lessons which bind the school 
together and aid the teacher in his individual task. 
None of these is possible in the intricately graded 
school. 

They foster the Home Department lesson study and 
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the family study of the lessons, beth of which are 


rendered difficult by the Graded Lessons. 


They allow each denomination, as hitherto, to fur- 
nish its own Sunday-school h and free us’ from 
the friction sure to result when denominations 
era meneaiatey equies Tne 
text-boo 

Finally, they are along the line of the quiet devel- 
opment of the Uniform Lessons, which have been the 
main cause of the splendid of the Sunday- 
schools, and which are the backbone of their present 
solidity and strength. 

And even if it is decided to continue the new Graded 
Lessons for the schools that prefer them, I plead on 
behalf of the majority of schools, which adhere zeal- 
ously to the Uniform Lessons, that the Uniform Les- 
sons be made as attractive and useful as possible. Let 
as much time, thought, and skilt be poured into the 
selection of them as our devoted Lesson Committee 
has lavished upon the Graded Lessons ; let them.also 
be graded, and let them be diversified with series of 
topical lessons : and then let the schools make choice 
between the two. I for one am not deubtful what 
that choice would be. 

AUBURNDALE, Mass. 





Why this Sunday-School had a Garden. Plot 


What a suburbanite discovered about 
city gardens and their uses 


By Elizabeth Preston Badger 





It is a real church in the heart of Philadelphia which the author tells about, and a Sunday- 
school teacher. visited the wide-awake pastor whose plan is described here, although in telling 
the story the names have been changed. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL teacher who spent last sum- 
mer in the college town of Bryn Mawr used to 
delight in settling himself with a current maga- 


_zine_under a large maple tree in the vacant lot oppo- 


site his house. 

.A large padlocked case hid the view on one side. 
Before him were two or three benches and a wheel- 
barrow. Beyond were the orderly rows of vegetables 
and flowers that characterize the school garden, 
Farther away was a pile of smooth, white sand. 

The teacher had only heard of school-gardens. He 
never had seen one of them, and ‘he might never 
have known anything more about them if he had not 
chanced one day upon two rough-and-tumble little 


' girls playing in the sand-pile and questioned them. 


After he had heard all about the kinds of plants 
that a school-garden can grow, about the water-tank 
sunk in the ground, the tools packed snugly in the 
padiocked box, the police protection accorded the 
plot, and how much better all the vegetables tasted 
than those that come from the market, he said, as he 
picked up his magazine and turned towards the 
house ; 

‘But you little folks out here in the country don’t 
need a special vegetable garden like this. You have 
lots of room at home for growing all sorts of plants.’’ 

He waved his hand cheerily to the shabbier little 
girl, who by this time was balancing’ herself on the 
swaying bough of a tree. 

‘« No, sir, we haven’t,’’ she called down to him. 
‘¢ Just because you've got a garden where you live 
over there don’t mean we've got one too, We're 
poor! . I. guess you don’t know any poor folks !’’ 

The teacher soon knew these poor folks and their 
needs, and he found out what the flowers and vege- 
tables of the school-garden meant to them in cheer 
and in physical well-being. 

At the exhibition of school and home-garden work 
held at the close of the season at Bryn Mawr College 
he saw the results of the work done by the children, 
some of whom were made happy by awards of 
watches, dollar bills, hoes and rakes. One of the 
teachers said that the children had been so benefited 
by the out-of-door work that during 1912 the public 
schools had started in Philadelphia ninety-two kin- 
dergarten and grade-gardens and nearly nine thousand 
home-gardens. 

‘Then a happy inspiration came to the Sunday- 
school teacher. 

When he returned to Philadelphia the following 
winter he sought one of the city’s most able superin- 
tendents and told him he wanted to know more about 
school-gardens, 

««} should see Miss Caro Miller, the head of the 
city work, at the Board of Education, in the City Hall, 
if I were you,"’ said the superintendent with cordial 


interest after they had talked gardening in all its 
phases. ‘Perhaps a few titles of the best books on 
the subject will be useful also.’’ 

He mentioned several books, ameng which were 
Herbert D. Hemenway’'s ‘‘ Hints and Helps for Young 
Gardeners’’ (published by the author, Northampton, 
Mass., 35 cents), Henry G. Parsons’ ‘‘ Children’ s Gar- 
dens for Pleasure, Health and Education’’ (Sturgis & 
Walton Co,, $1), and ‘‘Garden-making,’’ by L. H. 
Bailey (Macmillan, $1.50; Grosset & Dunlap, 75 
cents). ! 

At the City Hall Miss MiHer lent him a compre- 
hensive treatise, ‘‘ Among School Gardens,’’ by M. 
Louise Greene. She listened while he told of his 
summer experience, 

‘‘I want to adapt this idea to the needs of the 
children in my Sunday-schook;’’ he said, | ‘* We are 
in a congested section where a blade of grass is a 
curiosity. Do you think it can be dene ?’’ 

‘I recall one Sunday-school that tried: the garden 
plan, and it worked out very satisfnetorily,’’ Miss 
Miller observed pleasantly. ‘* Mr, Mott tried’ it last 
summer in his imstitutional church, which is in ene 
of our closely-built neighborhoods. Other Sunday- 
schools could follow it too.’’ 

The bright little superintendent gave her visitor an 
address and bowed him away. He soon found him- 
self on a street where narrow red-briek houses jostle 
each other and where trees are unknown. A broad, 
brick sidewalk runs from the curbstone close to the 
doorstep of a thriving institutional church: Imnie- 
diately adjoining and separated by a high board fence 
is the public school, from whose yawning doors an 
army of girls and. boys pours forth severaF times each 
day and overflows into the streets and on to the church 
pavement itself. 

The teacher entered the church and threaded his 
way through several offices until he reached the room 
of the pastor's secretary. He was-at once ushered 
into the pastor’s private sanctum. 

‘«So you have been looking into the school-garden 
idea too! I’m glad some other Sunday-school worker 
is interested,’’ Mr. Mott remarked, with a glance at 
the calendar on the wall. ‘Itll soon .dbe time ‘to 
plant. Spring is here, and it doesn’t take long for 
summer to tag at its heels.. We-use the garden work 
in connection with dur daily Bible school work ; that 
is, we used it last year. It spells salvation for the 
children. Our trouble is that we haven’t enough 
room.”’ 

«« That's something. I wanted to ask about,’’.com- 
menied the Sunday-school teacher. ‘What did you 
do for ground space? 
church,”’ 

Mr. Mott laughed and looked out of his study- 
window at the ruts in the drive. ‘ That ground 


I .saw. very little about the - 
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wouldn't take long to measure up, would it?’’ he 


chuckled. ‘You see we have a church automobile, 
so we have to the drive open to the orem 
Otherwise we'd dig it up and make a garden out of 


We did plant flowering vines at the foot of the board 
fence which divides the drive from my house, but that 
is all the room we have on that side. Beyond the 
western wall of the church, the wall next to the school- 
house, we had our real Did you notice that 
ays as you came in? Suppose we go out and look at 
it ‘* 

‘*Here,’’ continued the pastor, pausing before a 
strip of ground about five feet wide which ran back to 
the end of the church property, ‘‘ here was the garden ! 


You: see how little room we had for effective work. - 


Beyond the ground widens a trifle, but we were greatly 
pressed for room. We reached the point where we 
had to have room or give up the attempt, so we faced 
our last resort. We—took up the gravestones,’’ 
Mr. Mott smiled serenely at his startled visitor. 
**Fook up the gravestones !’’ echoed the teacher 
aghast. ‘Do you mean that you turned your chureh 
burying-ground into a vegetable garden ?'’ 
Mr. Mott's smile widened perceptibly. ‘Ab, but 
we planted flowers in it, too—fragrant, velvet-petaled 
flowers,'’ he said, genially. ‘‘It wasn’t so bad as-it 


- sounds, This isan old church, and the bodies buried 


here will soon be removed by the authorities. Of 
course, we were careful to pile the headstones in 
order and put them in the church basement, where 
any one who wishes may consult them, though I doubt 
whether any one ever will. You see, we thought)it 
was more important to—save the children !’’ 

The minister's quiet eyes held those of his visitor 
as he made this simple statement. . The February 
wind frolicked with his hair and played foolishly with 
his coat-tails, but there was nothing ludicrous in the 
erect, broad-shouldered figure. - Intentness of purpose 
radiated trom his whole personality. sit 

** We had this strip, too,’’ he said. ‘As you see, 
it's not more than five feet wide and fifteen feet long. 
Unfortunately, it's right out on the sidewalk aiid €x- 
posed to the wild romping of our schoolboy neighbors. 
I decided to have celery trenches’ here.’ Every one 
said it couldn’t bedone. ©The children have no play- 
ground but the streets, and they are accustozied ‘'to 
racing about in any helterskelter fashion ‘that comes 
into their heads. I called them togéther and: ex- 
plained my hope for their bed—their own celery bed. 
l appealed to their pride in it, and, amazing asit may 
seem, that celery flourished.. Boys: even came to me 
—a thing I did not ask them to do—and of their own 
free will gave me the names of some of their comradés 
who attempted to trifle with the celery. That -was 
astonishing, for you know the spirit of loyalty’ that 
animates boys. i} 

‘« Weren’t your flower and vegetable seeds a heavy 
item of expense ?’’ interrogated the visitor as soon as 
he could get in a word. 

‘*No. Several of us banded together in a commit- 
tee which went to the seed men and won their inter- 
est so that the seeds were donated as they are to many 
public schools.. Every one who-knew of our efforts 
was glad to help. Occasionally our garden did not 
supply enough to send every week all we ought to the 
ill and suffering ; at such times it often happened that 
the florists, whom our committee had also seen; sent 
us flowers left on Saturday night that would not’ keep 
fresh for the. Monday sales. Our friends in the sub- 
urbs and country places helped us out too, and’ sent 
in great baskets filled to overflowing. We were very 
fortunate."’ ey ae 

‘*Of course you will have your garden next sum- 
mer ?”* the visitor venturéd,‘ ‘IT should like to see 
it planted and growing*”’ 

‘*I do not know ; I do not know,”” murmured ‘the 
pastor, shaking his head. ‘‘ The ground room is very 
small, But the children need the flowers, and so do 
the older people. Possibly we shall send flower- 
boxes to each home, and have the children watch and 
tend their plants where all the family may look’ on 
and be benefited by them. Flowers have a magical 
influence, Some of our men have stayed home ftom 
the saloon becausé a flower made the common living- 
room more inviting. 

**We hope to have a special house for our other 
summer-school work too,’’ he pursued. ‘It will 
have a roof-garden and a solarium for the church 
people who are tubercular. Easy chairs and com- 
fortable lounging places will be provided. In both 
places we must have flower-boxes—Nebuchadrezzar’ s 
hanging-gardens on a small scale, isn’t it?’’ Only 
we who live down here know how many factory girls 
wear out. I talk to many of them at the iactary 
every Thursday noon as they come up from work ‘in 

(Continued on page 183) $ 
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Watching and 
"Conference held lat month in Chicago 





ettages | 


‘Waiting for the 


Lord’s Return 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull . 





= 


‘¢ TF CHRIST came to Chicago,"’ was a much- 


quoted phrase made famous by William T. 
Stead as the title of a book that challenged the 
Christian world. But if Christ had come to Chicago 
during the days of the International Prophetic Con- 


ference which met at ‘Ihe Moody Bible Institute last . 


month, He would have received a joyous and expect- 
ant welcome from the eager, reverent, whole-hearted 
Christian disciples who made up the great audiences 
of that remarkable meeting. They gathered there 
because they believed in the imminent coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ for his waiting church, They 
came together. because it was on their hearts, by so 
doing, to give a public testimony to their belief that 
the Lord’s return is the ‘‘Blessed Hope'’ of his 
church in this age,—and to make for the greatest 
_ blessing alse of his peculiar people and brethren, the 
Jews, and of the world as well. 
It had’ been twelve years since any such general 
- Prophetic Conference as this had been held in 
North America. And it was not known, in advance, 
whether an invitation to meet for study and pray2r on 
the subject of the Second Coming of Christ would be 
responded to in large numbers or not. Yet the 
opening session of the conference filled the 1740 sit- 
tings which the large auditorium of the Moody Clrurch 
provides.. The following evening the mi mbers who 
sought to attend were so large that an overflow meeting 
had to be held. And the evening after that two over- 
flow meetings were necessary. Even at ten o'clock 
in the morning (the sessions ran during forenoon, 
afternoon, and evening of three days) the church 
gave the impression of being almost filled. And a 
writer in The Congregationalist says that the ‘‘sur- 
\ptising feature of the audiences was that, of the two 
sexes, men far and away predominated.’’: Twenty- 
nine states and five provinces were represented by 
those in attendance who registered. 

The most conspicuous and outstanding impression 
that those audiences made upon me was their happy, 
radiant consciousness of fellowship with God, and 
.the peace and joy that seemed to flow about their 
lives, as they considered together in address and 
prayer their inviolable possessions in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and their God-covenanted as- 
surance of his personal return to receive 








** I am seventy-one years old,” said the much-loved 
Dr. Scofield last month to those who were rejoic- 
ing in his unfolding of Bible truth; and he con- 
tinued: *‘I want to tell you another thing; I’m 
not looking and waiting for death. I may pass to 
Him that way. But I am waiting and looking for 
Him.” Is the hope of Christ’s personal return 
_. the longed-for goal of this life to most of us? Life 
takes on a new meaning when it is. The remark- 
able Conference which this article reports has a 
message for every follower of the Lord. 








which have not yet been fulfilled are to be fulfilled 
here on this earth ; that this earth’s ‘‘Golden Age,"’ 
or the Millennium, will be entered upon only after the 
Lord Jesus has personally ushered it in by his prom- 
ised return to the earth ; that this Second Coming of 
Christ by no means marks the end of the world, but 
only ‘‘ the end of the age’’ ; that a clear recognition o¢ 
the teachings of the Bible concerning these matters 
vitally affects our present-day life and duty,—it was 
this sort of ‘*sound doctrine’’ that characterized the 
Chicago Conference. a? 

The Official Call to the Conference was signed by 
the Moderators of the Northern Presbyterian Church 
and the United Presbyterian Church, by-.the Presi- 
dents of Xenia Theological Seminary, the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and Wycliffe College 
(4 Church of England Divinity School in Toronto), as 
well as by the Deans of Bible Institutes and others 


.widely known as. Bible teachers or writers ; and this 
(Call stated that «‘ the signers of this invitation are a 


guarantee that the Confererice will not offer an oppor- 


; tunity.for. modern prophets to ventilate their specu- 


lations, to fix dates, or to mark out a detailed pro- 
gram of the future ; but. . . to employ the irue prin- 
ciples of Scripture interpretation ; to warn against 
present-day apostasy . . « to present the most majestic 
of all motives for world-wide evangelism.’’ And the 
conference held true to its promise. While there are 
details of interpretation in the study of the Scripture 


concerning our Lord’s return on which there is dif- 
ference of opinion among those who look for his ap- 
pearing as the great hope of the church and through 
it of the world, nevertheless the fundamental plaftorm 
on which the conference stood would meet with general 
agreement even by those who differed with some of 
its details, 

A very rich program of Bible teaching was spread 
before those in attendance. Each forenoon Dr. 
Charles I. Scofield led in a study of ‘‘ The Doctrine of 
the Last Things,’’—as found in the Prophets, the 
Gospels, the Epistles and Revelation. Dr, Scofield’s 
notable work in his Reference Bible (the Oxford Uni- 
versity Press) has made a new book of the Bible to 
many; and there was abundant evidence of the riches 
of his lifetime study in these sessions under his per- 
sonal guidance, Other speakers included Canon F. 
E. How'tt of Hamilton, Ontario, President Robert M. 
Russell of Westminster College, Mr. A. C. Gaebelein 
of New York, Editor of ‘‘Our Hope,’’ Dr. James M. 
Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, now Dean of the Los Angeles Bible Institute, 
the well-known evangelist Dr. L. W. Munhall, and 
several others, Such topics as ‘‘ The Lord’s Coming 
the Key to the Scriptures,’ ‘‘The Doctrine of the 
Lord’s Coming as a Working Force in the Church and 
the Community,’’ «‘ The Approaching World Crisis,"’ 
‘*The Lord’s Coming a Motive for Personal Holi- 
ness,’’ suggest the variety in the central theme of the 
program. 

At the beginning of one of the hours which were 
devoted to prayer in the forenoon sessions, Dr. Tor- 
rey said, ‘‘I want to ask one who is present, and 
through whose prayers Mr. Moody was given this 
work, to lead us in prayer. ‘Aunty Cooke,’ will 
you lead us in prayer?’’ A little old lady on an end 
seat of the front row, her aged body shrunken under 
the burden of years, arose and quietly kneeled in her 
place; and amid the hush of the great audience she 
poured out her heart in prayer to God. It was diffi- 
cult to hear her at first; then her voice grew stronger 
and clearer as she prayed on, forgetful apparently of 
all about her save God. After a few minutes of quiet, 
earnest converse with the heavenly Father she arose 
from her knees and resumed her seat, 
ready to follow eagerly again the progress 





them unto himself. 

‘*Was it extreme ?’’ asked a friend 
after my return from Chicago. If by 
‘*extreme’’ one means unbalanced, un- 
scriptural, unreasonable and speculative 


theories. about the Second Advent, with : tr 
~ an attitude toward the whole subject that 
unfits one for practical usefulness in this 2. 


present life, the conference stood for none 
of these things. If by ‘‘extreme’’ one 3 
means going the whole way in unques- 
tioning and unqualified acceptance of the 4. 
inspired truthfulness of the Word of God 
as given in the Scriptures, and in the 


What the Prophetic Conference Stood For 





We believe that the Bible is the Word and Revelation of God and 
therefore our only authority. 


We believe in the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he is very God, 
‘*by whom and-for whom all things were created.” 


We believe in his virgin birth, that he was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and is therefore God manifest in the flesh. 


We believe in salvation by divine sacrifice, that the Son of Gud gave 
his life a ransom for many and bore our sins in his own body on the 
tree. 


of the meeting. Later I found myself 
watching her face, from time to time, 
almost more than that of any one else in 
the conference. During the rest of that 
prayer session, as Dr, Torrey was giving 
out the many requests for prayer, and 
heads were bowed and prayers were 
being earnestly voiced, ‘‘ Aunty’’ Cooke 
would either be praying silently, or she 
would be out of her chair again and 
huddled in a little heap.on Fer knees 
as though she were all alone in her secret 
place of prayer in her own home. So 
this was one of the humble children of 











fearless declaring of the historic faith of 5. We believe in his physical resurrection from the dead, and in his bodily God through whom Mr. Moody's minis- 
the Christian Church as it has been ex- presence at the right hand of God as our Priest and Advocate. try was and is still so marvelously blessed 
pressed through the centuries, then the 6. We believe in the universality and heinousness of sin, and in salva- to many! It was a benediction to see 
conference was extreme. There was no tion by grace, not by works fest any man should boast; that son- her. Have we availed ourselves of the 


lukewarmness about it; there was no 
intimation that the beliefs of the first 
Christian century need to be modified to 
fit the needs of the twentieth century. 
The revelation of God to the inspired 
writers of the Bible was accepted as 
unique, final, authoritative. The posi- 
tion of the conference is expressed in 8. We believe in the great commission which our Lord has given to his 
the resolutions which were set forth as church to evangelize the world, and that this evangelization is the 


ship with God is attained only by regeneration by the Holy Spirit 
and faith in Jesus Christ. 


7. We bélieve in the Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit, who came 
down upon earth on the day of Pentecost to in-dwell believers and 
to be the administrator in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, also 
being here to reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment. 


power of prayer, I wonder, as Aunty 
Cooke has done ? 

It was fitting indeed that the Inter- 
national Prophetic Conference should 
hold its sessions in the Moody Church, 
and in the fellowship of the Moody 
Bible Institute. This latter splendid mon- 
ument to Mr, Moody’s life ministry is 
one of the mountain-peak landmarks in 


a ‘*Conference Testimony.’’ They are great mission of the church. the world to-day, standing in a peculiar 
given in full on this page. 9. We believe in the second, visible and imminent coming of our Lord way for the Word of God and the com- 

- The word «prophetic’’ in the name and Saviour Jesus Christ to establish his world-wide Kingdom on mission which the Lord Jesus Christ laid 
of this conference means that the confer- the earth. 


upon his church. Founded less than 
thirty years ago for the providing of free 
training for men and women in the Eng- 
lish Bible, personal evangelism, gospel 
music, and practical methods of Christian 
work, about twelve thousand students 
have been enrolled in its various de- 
partments.: And of these, almost seven 
(Continued on page 192) 


ence was Called to give Christian people 10. 
a special opportunity of considering those 
Bible teachings in which holy men of 
God, acting under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, and our Lord himself, fore- 
told events that vitally affect us all, and 
that are yet to come to pass, That the 
promises of God concerning the Jews — beatae: 


We believe in a Heaven of eternal bliss for the righteous, and in the 
conscious and eternal punishment of the wicked. 


Furthermore, we exhort the people of God in all denominations 
throughout this land to stand by these great truths, so much rejected 
in our days, and to’contend earnestly for the faith which our God has, 
in his Hply Word, delivered unto the saints. 
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Stirrings in Neglected 7 and Persecuted Lands 


How transformed natives, and natives that want to be transformed, are challenging the Church to enter open doors 
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“The Missionary Watch Tower,” conducted for the Times by Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





An Alaskan Apostle’s Finished Work 


RAINY night in Beverley, England, with an 
audience of thirty, only one of them a young 
man, facing a faithful rector who thought it 

worth while to speak to them as fully and fervidly as 
if a large congregation were before him, made the 
young commercial traveler, William Duncan, into the 
most effective missionary known among our North 
American Indians, The news has just come that in 
his eighty-second year he is retiring from active 
service. 

Fifty-seven years ago this young Englishman went 
to British Columbia as a lay missionary of the Angli- 
can church to a cannibal tribe, the Tsimsheans. 
After a strenuous struggle, he had succeeded in initi- 
ating the beginnings of a civilized Christian commu- 
nity when an ecclesiastical tangle and the British 
Government's decree that an Indian could not hold 
property—-thus destroying the newly 
awakened desire for progress—impelled 





While such starting points may not impress us very 
strongly, the transformations in their lives speak better 
things. Mr. Semple says on this point: ‘‘ When 


asked what change had taken place in their lives their © 


replies showed the reality of their faith. They no 
longer loved the things they used to love ; the bad 
temper was taken away ; they had given up their evil 
companions ; they felt hurt when they did wrong and 
were unhappy until they confessed ; they loved the 
Bible and prayed regularly, and were trying to bring 
others to Christ. . . . Doctrine is not a more search- 
ing test than life, and judged by that standard, they 
passed.”’ 

During the ten years of the student volunteer move- 
ment in that school some three hundred and fifty have 
enrolled as members, of whom nearly half are already 
at the front, laboring in strange languages among the 
foreign tribes of Northern Rhodesia, Portuguese East 
Africa, Nyasaland, and the Sudan, Their volunteer 


declaration requires them to carry on direct evangel- 
istic work among the heathen wherever their lot may 
be cast. 


Present Fruits of Madagascar’s Martyrs 


UR fathers and grandfathers were thrilled with 
the news of missionary triumphs in the conti- 
nental island of Madagascar eighty years ago ; 

with the story of the royal charge against the Chris- 
tians—that they despise idols, are always praying, 
will not swear but merely affirm, their women are 
chaste, they are of one mind as to religion, and they 
observe the Sabbath as a sacred day ; of the persecu- 
tions of 1835, 1839-1842, 1849-1852, 1857-1861, when 
all the horrors of Hebrews, eleventh chapter, and many 
more ingeniously cruel tortures were visited upon com- 
moners and men and women of high degree for the 
sake of the Name ; of the final surcease, when it was 

found that the little company of believers 

left by their missionary friends in 1836 





their leader to remove with them to 
Annette Island, under American juris- 
diction. 


had, despite the holocaust of persecu- 
tion, multipliéd at least twenty - fold 
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A Moslem Prayer Week for the Sunday-Schools 





by 1861; and of the wonderful ‘har- 





‘Here within the last fifty years a 


vest years which followed under Queen 
model town has grown up, with a popu- 


Ranavalona II. The events of later 


lation of six hundred, neat houses and A GROUP of Sunday-scheol and missionary lenters wore seated rened-s Malagasy missionary history have been 


sidewalks, church, town hall and school, Sa eat at oe — — yn nl favorable in the main, though the unjust 
and other modern improvements suppos- ent said that he coveted above all things the definite prayers of American acts of France during the last seventeen 
edly foreign to the existence of cannibal Sunday-school teachers and scholars for the Mohammedan world. Out of this years, alleviated from time to time, 
tribes, Father Duncan has been the suggestion came the plan to ask the readers of The Sunday School Times and have made the propaganda there full of 
_ source of all this progress and has com- their Sunday-school co-workers to enlist their schools and churches, in definite anxious and prayerful labors.’ ae 
bined in his own person the functions prayer for the Moslem world. This prayer plan has been approved by leaders of In 1913 delegations of the Tondon 
‘of United States comniissioner, postinas- the American Section of the World’s Sunday School Association. You are now Missionary Society, the Paris Missionary 
ter, architect and surveyor, judge and asked to observe the week before Easter, April 5-11, as a Moslem Prayer Week. Society, aa the Enclish Friends’ or. 
 abtieee, and others too humerous to teh. Dr. Samue!'M. Zwemer and Dr. Charles R. Watson, ‘two of the outstanding eign Mission Association simajtan bisly 
tien, besides making the colony self. leaders in Mosiem missionary-work,—men whose lives are given to the work of. + visited Madagaséar or donsult unitedly 
_, Supporting and independent of missionary se have’ just. : 


winning this world of:the Crescent to Christ and ‘his Cross,—have prepared as to the future,  Thebs have just ie 
help # an early date in its history. And prayers in which all are asked to join day ‘by day through the week beginning ‘ ° Tide 
that the work, begun so splendidly by 


Aprils. The longer prayer is for the use of adults, The shorter prayer is. for ported. In their Conference at Tana- 

, . : i ; the children and the older folks as well, and it is suggested that both teachers narive they were joined by representa- 
him, will be carried on after his retire- and scholars memorize this shorter prayer and repeat it each day. tives of the Society for the Propagation 
ment has been assured by the govern- If it is thought well for your school to join in this prayer plan, make the an- of the Gospel and the Norwegian _Mis- 
ment s establishing at Metlakahtla a nouncement very definite. On April 5 present the plan to the school, telling them sionary Society. Detailed accounts’ of 
school superintended by an experienced some of the inspiring facts of the Moslem Campaign of the World’s Sunday- what this united body of Christians delib- 
teacher whose wife is deeply interested.”’ schools, which have been given in The Sunday School Times of January 31 and erated upon and the happy outcome of 

The undenominational, evangelical March 7. The short prayer may then be repeated together, and the superintend- : Ff 

church which he founded is called ««The ent may ask how many will agree to join him in praying this prayer day by day 


their gathering together cannot be given 

ere; the conference was epoch-marking. 
Christian Church of Metlakahtla’’: its during the week. On the following Sunday, April 12, ask how many have had a here; t ¢P : Ing: 
creed is ‘‘God is love’’: its spirit is tan part in. this prayer, and speak to the school briefly of how the great triumphs of 
, 


The semi-annual. gatherings of the three 
¢ , Christ’ 1 will i ‘ missions first mentioned coincided with 
in the verse above the preaching plat- stots Suape) wil he won einen Ts neeele Pte 

form, Luke 2:10: ‘‘Behold, I bring 


the conference, when seven churches, 

ce , : holding each from 500 to 2,000 people, 

you good tidings of great joy which shall tion.in the Moslem world. . The articles that have appeared in the Times have were crowded at the same moment on 

be to all the people. given a suggestion as to how critical and challenging that situation is. The a weekday when most Christians are at 
4 printing of one or both these prayers in the church calendar, or on special cards 

for distribution, would encourage a hearty response of prayer. 

Products of a Negro School 


An effective way to spread the blessing of this united prayer would be to 
have your pastor preach a sermon on April 5 upon the present missionary situa- 





work, —an item in itself indicative of the 
strength of Malagasy Christianity. 

Mr. Stansfield, of one of the delega- 

T LOVEDALE, in the southeastern 

corner of Africa, is a great school 

for negroes, perhaps the best on 
that continent. Though its academic 
and trade-school features are best known, 
its primal objective is the production of 
strong, vitally Christian characters. At 
a recent communion season over two 
hundred students participated, forty-five 
for the first time. Friends of missions 
will be interested to know what led these 
young people to accept Christ, and here 
are some of the facts in the case: ‘* The 
peaceful and happy death of a Christian 
friend created in one girl's heart the 
desire to know Christ. Another was im- 
pressed by a sermon on ‘God so loved 
the world,’ and after some days of hesi- 
tation and questioning, had a vision in 


How the Older Ones May Pray 





Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who hast made of one 
blood all nations, and hast promised that many shall come from the 
East and sit down with Abraham in thy Kingdom: We pray for thy 
two hundred million prodigal children in Moslem lands who are 
still afar off, that they may be brought nigh by the blood of Christ. 
Look upen them in pity because they are ignorant of thy truth. 
Take away their pride of intellect and blindness of heart, and reveal 
to them the surpassing beauty and power of thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Convince them of their sin in rejecting the atonement of the only 
Saviour. Give moral courage to those who love thee, that they 
may boldly confess thy name. Hasten the day of perfect freedom 
in respons 8 Arabia, Persia, and Afghanistan. ake thy people will- 
ing in this new day of opportunity an China, India, and gyre. Send 
forth reapers where the harvest is ripe, and faithful plowmen to 
break turrows in lands still neglected. May the pagan tribes of 
Africa and Malaysia not fall a prey to Islam, but be won for Christ. 
Bless the ministry of healing in every hospital, and the ministry of 
love at every mission station. May alt Moslem children in mission 
schools be led to Christ and accept him as their personal Saviour. 
Strengthen converts, restore backsliders, and give all those who 
labor among Mohammedans the tenderness of Christ. So that 
bruised reeds may become pillars of His church, and smoking flax- 
wicks burning and —— ights. Make bare thine arm, O God, 
and show thy power. All our expectatien is from thee. Father, 
the hour has come; glorify thy Son:inthe Mohammedan world, and 
fulfil through him the prayer of Abraham thy friend, ‘‘Oh, that 
Ishmael might live before thee."” For Jesus’ sake. Amen, 


tions, gives his impressions of the 
‘‘Fruits of the Tree’’ after these many 
years, which are far more impressive 
than the following bare figures of 1908 : 
269 missionaries, 6,138 native workers, 
70,258 communicants, 120,4600 consti- 
tuting the Christian community. Devo- 
tion to Christ akin to that of their martyr 
fathers, leading men to turn from lucra- 
tive government posts to the scantily 
paid, difficult work of the church ; 
women carrying on the Christian and 
temperance propaganda from village to 
village and from house to house; a 
wonderful response to Christian educa- 
tion which has produced men of, fine 
intellectual powers; the production of 
superior school-teachers who have a real 
sense of mental and moral discipline, as 





the night of Christ beckoning her to 
come. A _ youth said he had been 
slightly struck by lightning, and the 
thought that he might have been killed 
and have had to appear before his Maker 


step he was led to faith. A lad gave the 
desire to eseape the pains of hell as the 
motive that made him give up his evil 
ways."’ 





. Risesing 
unprepared made him pray, and step by who wi 


For the Use of the Children 





Our Father who art in heaven, we thank thee that thou hast 
revealed thy love to us here in America. 
pen the boys and girls in. Moslem lands. Send out those 
ell them that Jesus our Saviour loves them and is ready 
pa = Saviour too. 
t 


u 
it 


We come now to ask thy 


We pray for the fathers and mothers of 
lem boys and. girls. Lead them to the light. In Jesus’ 
name we ask it. Amen, 


well as technical skill; the mapping out 
of the island interdenominationally, thus 
providing for the occupation of the en- 
tire island in the spirit of Christian com- 
ity; and a desire for inner unity which 
is the fruitage of our Lord’s own prayer 
for his future church; these are speci- 
men fruits. 

It is heartening to read in one of the 
reports: ‘‘Cut off geographically from 


























- LESSON FOR APRIL 5 (Luke 14 : 7-24) 


ehe great continents, we hawe in Madagascar also a 

and: moral problem, which we can isolate 
‘and teek «at in its entirety. It may even be claimed 
ahat, viewed as a foreign missionary problem, we can 
see a definite end to our labors in a way which can- 
mot be predicated of these larger fiel 


£4 
- Albania—the Waiting Nation 


HROUGH mighty signs and wonders, by the 
- power of the Spirit of God'’ Paul ‘fully 
preached the gospel of Christ’’ from Jerusa- 
lem round about unto Illyricum, and thus almost 
reached what is now Albania, at that time part of 
peg sc The Albanians, who number 1,100,000 
or upward, call themselves Skipeter (Shkiipetar), 
wiyich is variously translated as ‘‘eagle’’ people, the 

‘*knowing"’ or ‘‘canny,”’ or the ‘‘rock dweller” 
‘ail of wivieh are fulfilled in fact, if not true etymolog- 
ically.‘ “Alexander the Great is claimed as one of 
their sons, and their race is probably the oldest in 
Southeastern Europe. It is said that they are the 
most uncivilized people of that continent, yet Bour- 
‘chier asserts that the Albanian tribal system is com- 
bie in many respects to that of the Scottish high- 

ds in the time of the Stuart kings. 

The people are simple, brave, faithful, capable of 
devoted attachments, culminating among young men 
_dn_ the inviolable oath of eternal brotherhood, and are 
_among the best soldiers of Europe. Murder is so 
‘ebhorrent that the guilty man must flee to the mount- 
_ @ins or remain for years shut in his house to escape 
the avenger of blood. Indeed, feuds resulting from 
_murder are so common and bitter that it is estimated 
‘that scarcely seventy-five percent of the mountaineers 
die a natural death. Women are treated with a cer- 
tain respect, and they are often employed as inter- 
_mediaries in feud settlements, and their pledge pro- 
‘fects the traveler or stranger. Though originally 
Christians, since the Turkish conquest of the sixteenth 
century they have been Moslems, three-fifths of them 
being reckoned as such to-day. Mohammedanism is 
nly nominally held, however, owing to their igno- 

_fance of the Arabic and their intense devotion to their 
yewn language. 

Leg 

\'anédan,; appeared at the office of the American Board 
of Foreign Missions appealing for missionaries for his 

people. Refused twice, his third appeal secured the 

e@pening of a work among them. The missionaries 
‘were received with enthusiasm. Later, when the six 
geeat European Powers declared Albania free, the first 
fficial décree of the freed nation was that their ruler 
‘maust-be a Protestant prince. Having obtained him, 
the Albanians said to representatives of the American 

' Beard: ‘*‘We want you to enlarge your equipment 
and strengthen your forces among us, so as to enable 
you. to establish Protestant churches and Protestant 
institutions in the heart of our nation’s life.’’ 

Mr.:Erickson, who has labored for five years among 
them, after dwelling upon national traits favorable ,to 
Christianity, adds : ‘‘ The oldest race in Europe, older 
than Roman or Greek, there is cherished in the secret 
heart of the nation a profound conviction that their 
national faith [before the Turkish conquest] is the 
faith which was brought to them by none other than 
the great missionary of Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul. 
Silent witnesses to that faith may be found to-day in 
scores of desolated and ruined churches standing amid 
Aibania’s forests and mountains. When they ask us 
for Protestant Christian faith, they say, ‘It is no dis- 
honor: for us to come back and embrace again the 
faith of our fathers.’ ’’ 

A hospital and staff with its training-school for 
nurses, a boarding-school with its industrial depart- 


* ment for boys and one for girls, a printing plant, pre- . 


piratory schools throughout the country, and the 
gospel preached and lived, are the means to be used 
to transform Albania. Meanwhile mission work in 
the southern section of the country is menaced. The 
American-Albanian school at Kortcha has been closed 
by the Greeks on the ground that this region is soon 
to become their own. 


ae 


Why this Sunday-school Had a Garden 
(Conéinued from page 180) 


relays. They give fifteen minutes to lunch ; fifteen 
minutes they spend listening to me or to some other 
speaker who is in sympathy with them when really 
they ought to be out in the air getting a fresh supply 
of oxygen into their lungs. The factory girls falt an 
easy. prey to the white plague. . I'm sure our solarium 
will be of very real use.’’ 


ut six years ago, an Albanian Bey, a Moham-, 
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Unconsciously Mr. Mott-toek one or two: steps 
toward the sidewalk and looked down the dingy, 
child-ridden street. 


“There is a park down there where drunkards 


loaf,’’ he mused, ‘‘a park which the city refuses to 
turn into a playground. I wonder whether our coun- 
cilmen know that during the sixty-two days of summer 
vacation a million and a half children in the United 
States spend their waking hours on the streets ex- 
posed to moral and physical danger! You must help 
me think how to get that park !’’ 

He smiled turned to retrace his steps to his 
study. As the visitor walked to the church door with 
him he asked whether an iron fence in front of the 
whole building would not be a protection to the gar- 
dens and to all the property as well. 

‘*You mistake my idea! That's just what I don’t 
want to do!’’ exclaimed Mr. Mott energetically. 
‘*We had such a fence at one time, and I[ had it 
taken down, A fence is a barrier, It’s another ver- 
sion of ‘Keep off the grass!’ Wedon’t want the 
slightest appearance of a barrier in front of our church, 
We want every one to come to us, little folks and big. 
If we can make the grown people love us and love 
flowers and growing things because their children 
love them, we can teach them to love the good Maker 
of all. Itcan come about only through the children.”’ 

He smiled again. A hardened criminal couldn't 
have resisted that smile. It would have warmed his 
heart and percolated all the way down to his toes. 

That is what the teacher thought as he bade him 
good-bye and watched him disappear through the 
church doors with a cheery wave of his hand. 

‘‘He is gardening for souls,'’ he said softly to 
himself. 


Bryn Mawr, Pa, 


Soh! 
Silent Members in a Men’s Class 


How I Got Them to Express Their Thoughts 
By Frederick Hall 


T FIRST I did not get the thouyhts of the silent 
members at all, and did not try to get them. I 
had promised not to conduct inquisitions which 

might bring humiliating exposures of Bible ignorance, 
and I kept my promise to the point that I almost 
never asked any direct question of any individual 
man, ‘This was deliberate and purposeful, my theory 
being that the discussion was free. But I began to see 
that this theory often worked badly. The ready talk- 
ers were apt to become monopolists ; some members 
rarely talked at all, and yet more than once, when 
circumstances forced a remark from one of these, we 
found it surprisingly apt. Plainly we were not using 
all the power. we had. 

I omit the record of failures. The plan which 
finally succeeded I am free to praise, for it came from 
another teacher. 

Hitherto, in preparing the lesson, I had each week 
written out twelve to twenty questions on separate 
slips of paper, and arranged them as memoranda, in 
what seemed their logical order. The four or five 
which seemed to best cover the lesson-plan I then ran 
off on the neostyle and mailed to each member. 

Under the new plan I cut the total number of ques- 
tions to three, and mailed these as I had the others. 
Then in class we simply called the roll on each ques- 
tion (if we had time to go through them all), asking 
each man for his individual answer. Naturally we 
put some of our good talkers toward the top of the 
roll, and naturally we kept our best wine (the pastor) 
until the last; but every man must say something, 
even if it were no more than that he agreed, or dis- 
agreed, with the man who had just spoken. 

When you try to reduce a whole Sunday-school les- 
son to three questions, it is of course important that 
the questions be as concrete, practical, and funda- 
mental as possible; and I would warn any teacher 
hoping to find in this method a saving of time in les- 
son preparation that his hope is vain. More than 
once have I spent a half-hour in recasting a single 
question, 

Variety of form will, of course, be sought from week 
to week, but the content of the questions must depend 
wholly upon the lesson text. 

By way of illustration, here are four questions (the 
first two suggested by the lesson of April 12, the last 
two by the lesson of April 19), which in the average 
class would probably furnish a sufficient diversity of 
answers : 


In trouble and perplexity these two men took a walk — 


and talked things over, ‘What do you do when you are in 
trouble ? 
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All their lives these men had« known Moses” and«the 

prophets, without at all cenpaspentiiies »the mest significant 

their message. Who was to blame? They them- 

selves or their teachers? Who is chiefly-to blame when 
we misunderstand or misinterpret the Scriptures ? 

Are the demands of religion any harder-than, say, those 
of business, if a man has made up his mind to make busi- 
ness supreme in his life ? 

Think of the really best things in life. Now take the 
man who does not put religion frs¢, and how many of ¢hdse 
things can he Awol, 


The new plan has not, of course, been adhered: to 
with absolute rigidity,—no plan ought to be held to in 
that way; and it may as well be confessed that it has 
wrought no miracles for us. But it has marked pro- 
gress for us. We have been getting the thoughts of 
the hitherto silent members, to their apparent gratifi- 
cation, and certainly to ours, Were it put to vote, I 
believe that not a single man weuld- cast his ballet for 
a return to the former system. 

DunpeE, IL1, 
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What Will Be Found in Next 
Quarter’s Lessons 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE closing lesson of the first quarter, the warning 
against Herod (Luke 13 : 31-35), clearly suggests 
Perzea as the place, and itis probable that about 

the same time Christ went up to Jerusalem for the 

Feast of the Dedication (John to : 1-42). This would 

be followed by a withdrawal to Bethany in Perma 

oy 1:28; 10: 40-42). It is suggested that the 

act that Christ was formally told of the Galileans 

ry by Pilate implies absence from Galilee (Luke 
1-9). 

Shen comes a period of about two months, extend. 
ing from the withdrawal to Pera until the departure 
to Bethany in Judea (John 11) to raise Lazarus from 
the dead, after which again Christ retires to a place 
calied Ephraim, in the north part of Judea on the 
borders of Samaria, The events of this period: may 
a be stated as follows : 

The healing on the sabbath day, followed by the 
lesson arising out of the Pharisee’s invitation (Luke 
: 1-24): Lesson 1. 

x The address on counting the cost of discipleship 
(Luke 14 : 25-35): Lesson 3. 

3. The three parables of divine mercy and grace 
(Luke 15): Lessons 4 aye 

4. The two parables of instruction and warning 
(Luke 16): Lessons 6 and 7. 

5. The teaching of the disciples about true life and 
service (Luke 17 : 1-10): Lesson 8. 

6. The raising of Lazarus (John 11 : 1-46). 

7. The withdrawal to Ephraim (John 11 : 47-54). 

Then follows a period of four to six weeks, the first 
part of which seems to have been passed in retire- 
ment, but toward the close Christ journeys northward 
through Samaria, with the crowds going up to the 
Passover from Galilee and other places. With them 
he goes into Perzea, and gradually makes his way to 
Jerusalem. At this point we may perhaps place the 
following incidents : 

1. The ten lepers (Luke 17 : 11-19): Lesson 9. 

2. The coming of the divine kingdom (Luke 17 : 
20-37): Lesson Io, 

3. Lessons on prayer (Luke 18 : 1-14): Lesson 11. 
(The other passage included in this lesson—-Luke 19 : 
I-10)—comes at a somewhat later stage, and is there- 
fore not chronological here.) 

4. The question about divorce (Matt. 19 : 3-12; 
Mark 10 : 2-12). 

5. The young ruler (Matt. 19 : 16-30; Mark 10; 
16-31; Luke 18 ; 18-30): Lesson 12. 

At the last point the lessons for the quarter close, 
the remainder of this period being included in the 
lessons for the third quarter. As we look over the 
subjects it is impossible not to see the twofold strain 
in our Lord’s teaching. (1) A very solemn and 
searching severity is shown in regard to discipleship. 
Those outside who are either indifferent or hostile, 
are told with uncommon plainness what is required 
for true life. This is seen in particular in Lessons 1, 
3, 7, 8, 10, 12. (2) On the other hand, there is a 
wonderfully loving, tender, and large-hearted sympa- 
thy shown toward the outcast and despised. For 
them discipleship is shown to be as easy, if only they 
are willing to receive Christ, as it would be hard for 
those who are unwilling. This is seen in Lessons 4, 5, 
9, 11.' The twofold thought of severity and sympathy 
is pérhaps the outstanding feature of these lessons. It 
should be studied and noted at every point. 

Wyc.irre CoLLecr, Toronto. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


DJONIRAM JUDSON entered Brown University 
A when he was sixteen years old, and entered in 
sophomore class at that. He graduated first in 
his class. He was talented, witty, handsome, and 
with all the gifts of nal magnetism with which na- 
ture sometimes endows selected individuals. After a 
battle with himself, he entered the theological semi- 
nary. When the time came for him to choose his 
place to work, he was offered a place as assistant 
minister in the foremost Congregational Church of 
New England. He chose instead to ‘‘ bury his tal- 
ents,” as some of his friends said, as a missionary in 
Burma. He left America in 1812, and did not return 
until 1845. When he landed in Boston the daily 
papers had headlines like this: 





FAMOUS MISSIONARY ARRIVES 
DR. JUDSON IN BOSTON 
CHURCHES CANNOT HOLD THRONGS 











And nobody was astonishec”at this reception but 
Mr. yuan himself, When the ship was entering 
the harbor, he was wondering anxiously, ‘‘ Where 
can I find a lodging-place for myself and the chil- 
dren?” But the moment his arrival was known the 
doors of hundreds of homes swung wide to welcome 
him and to comfort and care for his children. Mr. 
es hardly knew how to act under the tremen- 

ous enthusiasm which his visit to the United States 
aroused. ‘‘ Once I was present,” said a gentleman, 
‘‘when a great concourse of people assembled to 

eet Mr, ) aot One of the speakers addressed 

im in words of eloquent praise, but as he continued, 
Mr. Judson’s head sank lower and lower until his chin 
seemed to touch his breast. ‘‘ He that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted.” 





The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 

There are really three distinct ideas presented in 
the verses of this lesson: 


1, Modest conduct (vs, 7-11). 
2, The finest hospitality (vs. 12-14). 
3. God’s hospitality refused (vs, 15-24). 


Possibly the teacher will best discharge his respon- 
sibility if he takes each of these three, and after ex- 
laining the situation and customs which furnished 
Fests with his illustrations, make a practical applica- 
tion of them to our own life. What Mr. Gordon has to 
say (paragraphs 1-4) should be carefully thought 
over. Also the general theme of the joyous aspect 
of the serious life should be made plain. Mr, Ridg- 
“= speaks of this (paragraph 1). 
he briefer second section of the lesson suggests 
many ways in which we might brighten dull lives. 
The third section is one whose lesson goes deep. The 
whole subject of substitutions and excuses should be 
made plain. 
of Abou Ben Fibber and the axe. Many aduit classes 
will be interested in the relation between this supper 
parable and others that. Jesus uses. Dr. Thomas 
will be a complete guide to this. 


The Class in Session 


The way to knowthe people is to go where they are 
and mix with them. is was what Jesus did, and 
thus whenever he spoke he talked about real life and 
real human nature. A man’s table manners are a 
good indication of his character. Little things like 
this are not really little. ‘'hey are important; they 
are the outward signs of an inward life philosophy. 
On one occasion some particularly offensive case of 
maneuvering for a ‘* good seat” gave Jesus a chance 
to give a little talk on humility. Ouxe will ask if Jesus 
did not overstep the bounds of courtesy, We think not, 
for with men who will openly scramble for good seats 
words must needs be a little sharp to get under their 
thick skins. Mr, Gordon seggests that we make ita 
practise pleasantly to follow Jesus’ custom in making 
the more vital things of life the subject of our con- 
versalion. Itean easily be done without a trace of 
*‘cant.” But this is not the highest sort of humility 
that Jesus was recommending, bu* rather an effort to 
point out to them that even on their own selfish 
standards modesty is better than boldness (Dr. 
Thomas, Monday study). 

The general principle that Jesus stated (v. 11) can 
be illustrated from common experience- (Getting 


Do not fail to use Mr. Ridgway’s story . 


LESSON I. APRIL 5. CHRIST’S TABLE TALK 


Luke 14: 7-24. Commit verses 13, 14 


Golden Text: Every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.—Luke 14 : 11 


Read Luke 14 : 1-6 


7 And he spake a parable unto those that were bidden, when 
he marked how they chose out the chief seats; saying unto 
them, 8 When thou art bidden of any man toa feast, 
1sit not down in the chief seat ; lest he. a more honorable 
man than thou be bidden of him, 9 he that bade thee and 
him shall come and say to thee, Give this man place ; and 
then thou shalt begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 
But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest place : 
that when he that hath bidden thee cometh, he may say to 
thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have glory in the 
presence of all that ?sit at meat with thee. 11 For every one 
that exalteth himself shall be humbled ; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted. 

12 And he said to him also that had bidden him, When thou 
makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy breth- 
ren, nor thy kinsmen, nor rich paipbhess: lest haply they also 
bid thee again, and a recompense be made thee. 13 But when 
thou makest a feast, bid the fare Pray maimed, the lame, the 
blind : 14 and thou shalt be ; because they have not 
wherewith to recompense thee ; for thou shalt be recompensed 
in the resurrection of the just. 

15 And when one of them that ? sat at meat with him heard 
these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God. 16 But he said unto him, A 
certain man made a great supper ; and he bade many: 17 and 
he sent forth his § servant at supper time to say to them that 
were bidden, Come, for a// things are now ready. 18 And 
they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said 
unto him, | have: bought a field, and I must.needs go out and 
see it; I pray thee have me excused. 19 And another said, 
I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I 
pray thee have me excused. 20 And another said, I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 21 And the 
8 servant came, and told his lord these things, ‘Then the mas- 
ter of the house being angry said'to his ® servant, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the 
poor and maimed and blind and lame. 22 And the % servant 
said, Lord, what thou didst command is done, and yet there is 
room. 23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and constrain ¢kem to come in, that 
my house may be filled. 24 For I say unto you, that none of 
those men that were bidden shall taste of my supper. 

1 Gr. recline not. % Gr. recline. Comp. ch. 7. 36, 37, marg. % Gr. 
bondservant. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
4 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 8,—What sort of an occasion was that of “‘ a mar- 
riage feast’’ at that time? What class distinctions were 
there, as implied by Jesus’ reference to *‘a more honora- 
ble man’’? (Riddle; Mackie, 1, 2; Thomas, Monday 
study.) 

Verse 12,—Is Jesus’ command in regard to the enter- 
tainment of one’s friends and relatives to be understood 
literally ? (Riddle ; ‘Thomas, Tuesday ; Rogers.) 

Verse 14.—What is meant by ‘*the resurrection of the 
just,’’ and why is it spoken of as the time of recompense ? 
Would it be considered unusual for a guest to speak as 
Jesus did to the host and to the guests ?. (Riddle ; Mackie, 
4; Thomas, Tuesday; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 15.—What did this man. mean by ‘*‘ eating bread 
in the kingdom of God’’? Why did he make this remark? 
(Riddle ; Thomas, Wednesday ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verses 16.—What connection had this parable with 
the comment that had just been made? (Riddle ; Thomas, 
Wednesday ; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 17.—Was it customary to send a servant to sum- 
mon the guests invited to supper? (Riddle; Mackie, 5.) 

Verses 16-24.—What is the interpretation of this para- 
ble? (Riddle; Mackie, 6; ‘Ehomas, Wednesday, ‘lhurs- 
day, Friday ; Class in Session, 3.) 








Started in the Class and IMustration RoundTable). 
Then Jesus seems te turn his attention te the theught 
of what the tinest sort of spirit is in hespitality. r. 
Riddle puts it thus (v. 12): ** Hospitality that looks 
for earthly return is pot true hespitality.” In this 
teaching Jesus speaks of the ‘resurrection of the 
just.” This is the first reference Jesus makes to the 
resurrection (Dr, ‘Thomas ‘in ‘Tuesday's study gives 
suggestions on this implication of Jesus). 

hen Jesus had finished this, one can imagine a 
sort of awkward silence until.one man, thinking of 
the frequent use of a feast as a picture of the blessed- 
ness of the redeemed (Dr. Riddle, v. 15), breaks out 
with, ‘‘ Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the king- 
dom of God.” This gives Jesus a chance to speak 
out his heart, and he does it as though he would reply 
to the speaker, ‘‘ Yes, but beware of rejecting the 
par | of the kingdom while extolling its great- 
ness.” ednesday study). The kingdom of heaven 
is opened wide to all of us, but first of all it was 
opened to the Jews (Dr. Riddle, v. 16). If now we 
consult Dr. Thomas’ Sunday paragraph, he will guide 
us to a study ef the feur suppers mentioned in the 
New Testament. ‘The one whe sends out the invi- 
tations to this great supper is nene less than God 













. The prophets are his servants; the one 
servant who caries the final invitation is Jesus 
(Dr. Riddle, v. 17), and the excuses that. were 
offered for not — were typical of the refusal of 
many to accept the venly summons to a life of 
righteousness. There is no valid excuse for not 
following Christ. We may take it from this that no 
excuse will be accepted (Mr. Ridgway, paragraphs 
3-5; Thursday and Friday studies), 


The Lesson Summary 


Two things are very sharply contrasted in these 
few words of Jesus. Men are very anxious to get 
places of honor and dignity in earthly feasts,—so 
anxious that they sometimes even forget to be decent. 
We may not often see men undignifiedly scrambling 
for a good seat at a dinner, but we do see them ever 
day scrambling for great place and publicity an 
reputation. The greed and shamelessness with which 
women seek ‘‘ social advancement” is by no means a 
thing of the past. The time has not yet come when 
we do not need the warning,—he that exalteth him- 
self shall be humbled. In glaring contrast with this 
is the way in which men respond to the summons to be 
guests at the table of the kingdom of God. Weare true 
to the picture that Jesus draws. Men do not refuse 
Christ and his church because of the thousand and 
one reasons they give; they refuse because they do 
net want to live godly lives; they want to follow 
their own desires. One man wants one thing, and 
one another, but it makes no difference so long as 
they both refuse the invitation. The conclusion of 
the whole matter is that God will have a full house 
anyhow, but many a-man who could have been there 
won't be there, and will be shut out forever. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Why did Jesus speak of humility at this time? 

2. Why is the sclf-exalting man invariably abased? 

3. Why is true humility always admired? 

4. Why should we invite to our homes those who cannot 
return the courtesy ? 

5. What is the reward for this? 

6.. Why were none of those excuses valid? 

7. Can. you see the implications of this parable as to the 
future fate of the godless? 


Other Teaching Points 


Jesus had his eyes open and observed what was going 
on. He did not talk about abstract propositions in philos- 
ophy or dogmatize theologically. He saw them grabbing 
for good places and took a text that did not need much 
explanation. 

True humility is a rare and a beautiful thing. It never 
is acquired except by a vision of something so much better 
than self and selfish place and position that these are for- 
gotten, 

A man who takes a humble place just in order that he 
may he moved up higher is not a humble man. ‘Fhe most 
desperate sort of pride acts this way and is internally sore 
and fuming because the advancement does not come. 

It is a beautiful thing to have a fine home and handsome 
appointments, It is a still more beautiful thing to use ‘* this 
gift’’ in the spirit that Christ suggests. Invite some peo- 
ple to dinner some time who can’t possibly ~eturn the invi- 
tation. Do it! 

lf we keep on making the same excuse f _ considerable 
length of time we come at Jast to think that the exeuse is 
really valid. We may deceive ourselves, but we cannot 
deceive God. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 


(Luke 24 : 13-35.) 
|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. ] 

We cannot return too often to the subject of im- 
mortality of the soul,—that is, of our personal self. 
One writer has said, ‘In the long run, what a man 
believes about the immortality of the soul will decide 
all his moral standards.” ‘There are-many beautiful 
incidents that came in those first few days after Jesus 
arose from the dead, but none is more sweet and 
natural than the story that Luke tells of the two men 
who were walking a short journey across the country 
from Jerusalem to Emmaus. 


1. How long after the resurtection did this happen ? 

2. How do you suppose that Luke learned this story ? 

3. Why did Jesus call them foolish men? 

4. Why was it necessary for the Christ to suffer? 

5. What are some of the Scriptores that Jesus probably 
referred to in that talk ? 

6 Can you discover in the lesson : 


The wrong answer ? 

Time to look behind you ? 
Warming up? 

Extra distance ? 


Evanston, Itt. 





LESSON FOR’ APRIL 5 (Luke 14 : 7-24) 


The Real Thing 
By S. D. Gordon 
HE Master used a rare sort of salt when he went 


out to dinner. ‘There was rare common sense 
blended. Good cheer, 


‘ and rare grace 
social fellowship, and wholesome talk on the real 
things mingled in an exquisitely simple, natural way. 


We ought to tise his sort of salt more. We have 
an inbred dislike to what is called cant,—using set 
religious phrases in a more or less unctuous way. 
It had its origin no doubt in a desire to be real, 


« and to have the speech real, too ; but it may swing 


too far. 

‘The desire in social contacts to be thought of as 
cheery and bright, with the innate hatred of ‘* goody- 
goody-ism” may easily swing to an extreme of flip- 


! panes and irreverence even in good Christian circles. 
t 


takes fine strength to be gracious and gentle with- 


» out being weakly ‘* soft”; to be wholesomely frank 


* our 


. sonal life, in home life and in social life, too. 


and simple in speaking of the hely things without 
“lugging itin.” The evident honesty and sincerity 
will quite relieve any yah on of cant, 

We need in our social life a strongly sweet serious- 
ness, with just a touch of the asste humor that 
never cuts anybody, present or absent. There can 
bea pes wholesome, sane, warm talking about 

ord Jesus himself, simply, naturally, yet with 
a tender reverence, in softened tone, done so as not 
to give offense to non-Christians. And always there 
will be grateful hearts, even among those who would 
not have taken the lead in it; and more, the Master’s 
blessing. Let’s use more of the Master’s salt at our 
dinner and social gatherings. 
_ The competition of life seems to get ever sharper. 
It runs strongest in business, but_ it is strong in per- 
t is 


the competition between the Christ-way, the love- 


: wore and the world-way, the self-ish way. 


e Christ-way motto is this: Love seeketh not 
even its own. ‘'Thereis a wholesome care of one’s 
own life and need, but this is checked in as an im- 

rtant incidental. It does not look out chiefly for 


' its own self: it is absorbed for o¢hers, and quietly 


keeps itself out of sight. Its favorite hymn is— 


** Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me Aide myse/f in thee.”’ 


The world motto is: Look out for yourself first 

and last, in between and any other time that turns 
up. It says: ‘If you don't look out for yourself, 
who will?” with a vigorous ‘‘nobody” implied as 
answer by the very tone. The voice may be sweet- 
toned, the manner courtly, the speech phrased with 
the language of a proper, charming, insistent rub- 
bing of yourself out, but underneath is the set pur- 
pose at expectancy of getting the more by just 
such means. 
, Love seeketh not even its own place, nor its own 
rights; it yields habitually toothers, It has a Master 
who can be trusted absolutely to look out for his own 
in every circumstance, small or great, and who does 
it without taking away from anybody else, 

But the competition growstenser; it gets harder to 
go the Christ-way, the love-way, the ‘* not-to-be min- 
istered-unto” way. .Humility is love doing its bést, 
and hiding behind its Master. The real thing of 
humility is like the real flower among the rarely 
beautiful artificialh—you know it by the fine, subtle 
fragrance. 

The only giving that zs giving is the giving that 
asks and expects—really expects—nothing back. 
There is a lot of counterfeit giving to-day; but the 
counterfeiting is so skilfully done that often a man 
befools even himself. He really thinks himself gen- 
erous. But the way to detect the counterfeit is this : 
the giving is togez. Aman gives immense sums, 
and ge/s talked jabout; his name is printed in capi- 
tals, and often. ‘The taste that lingers longest in his 
mouth is what people think of him; not how men are 
helped, but what a figure he cuts among men. 

‘The same sort of thing runs through our giving in 
church and outside. A good bit of it is unconscious. 
It is fostered sometimes by the way we are asked to 

ive and our giving duly announced aad advertised. 
ft is really shrewd business. There is the bargain 
spirit in it. Unconsciously (more or less, quite likely 
less) we figure out how much of something we will 

et for what we may give. And the getting decides 
the giving. The undercurrent is getting; the stream 
turns in. A man’s life may be simply the coast-line 
of a dead sea; all the streamsturnin, The colors 
of the Dead Sea are exquisite ; but it is dead. 

The true law of giving is to give for the sake of 
giving, expecting sothing inreturn. And lest you 
can’t trust yourself quite, the Master said let there 
be noexchange of soft-whispered confidences between 
your left hand and your right. 

Some of us seem to know the xames of things, but 
not the ¢kings. The guest at the table knew the 
word “bread,” but didn’t know that se Bread itgelf 
he spoke of was within reach. He knew about the 
«kingdom of God,” but he did not-recognize the King 
himself at the table with him. Forevenas therecan 
be no mastery without the master, there can be no 
kingdom without the king. He could say‘: blessed,” 
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but did not know that the Blesser himself was 
blessedly within touch, 

We are up on the name of things of this sort some- 
times, but a bit short on the things themselves. 
There may be a_Christianity without Christ; a 
humility spelled with a big H, but with no hiding- 
place ; a religion without the heart-touch ; service 
without a passion for a Person ; organization with 
no strong pulse-beat. 

And so we may not appreciate the real thing. It 
can be within reach of your fingers and go untouched. 
** It's only God can be had for the asking,” and only 
God that goes a-begging. The Gospel bill-of-fare 

other 


inust needs have every course a tempting salad 
or a cooling ice. 
It’s the Jesus-touch that gives the real thing in 


everything, and makes a keen appetite for more. 
New Yorz Ciry. 


% 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lessons for this quarter, with the exception of 
the last (Lesson 12), are from the Gospel accord- 
ing to Luke. ‘They are in chronological order, 

except in the case of the Easter Lesson (Lesson 2). 
Chapter 14, from which the present lesson is taken, 
has been aptly termed, ‘* The Son of Man Eating and 
Drinking.” , 
Time.—In Jaruary, A.D. 30. 
Place.—I Perea, at the house of a chief Pharisee 
(v. ). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 7.—A parable + The term is here used in its 
widest sense, It presents a simple comparison, teach- 
ing a moral lesson from an earthly action. ‘The les- 
son is of humility (v. 11).—TZhe chief seats: The 
guests were taking their places, and they knew which 
were the chief seats. ut while those nearest the 
host were probably the most honorable, there is some 
uncertainty as to Jewish usage at this time. The 
guests may have reclined at a triclinium, but there is 
a difference of opinion as to which were the ‘chief 
seats” at such a table. 

Verse 8.—A marriage feast: These feasts were 
the most important ones in the social life of the Jews 
at that time. They were often very large, very 
costly, and usually took place in the house of the 
bridégroom, to which there was a formal procession. 
—A more honorable man than thou: There were 
distinctions of rank, as they are now termed, among 
the Jews, usually based upon official position. Proba- 
bly there were other distinctions, based upon avoca- 
tion or wealth (comp. v. 12). 

Verse 9.—Give this man place: Such a displace- 
ment might readily occur, and indeed similar changes 
take place even in these days. 

Verse 10.— Thou shalt have glory: This would be 
the natural result of the transfer to a higher place. 
But it is not presented as the motive for taking the 
lower place. This would involve a false humility, 
opposed by our Lord’s constant teaching. 

Verse 11.—Humbled: *‘ Abased” is an unncessary 
variation. The principle set forth in this verse was 
repeated by our Lord on a number of occasions, and 
formed one of the main truthsof his teaching. Here 
we must apply it to the kingdom of God, which in 
the ‘* parable” is represented as a ‘* marriage feast ” 
(v. 8). 

Verse 12,— When thou makest a dinner or a sup- 
per. It has rightly been inferred from this verse that 
the guests on this occasion were the chief persons of 
the place, as is indicated alse in verses 1 and 3.— 
Cali; Implying a leud calling.—7hy friends ; Ordi- 
nary social intercourse is not forbidden, but taken 
for granted. Verses 12-14 do net prescribe a rule, 
but set forth a principle,—namely, that hospitality 
which looks for earthly return is not true hospitality. 

Verse 13.—Bid: A quick invitation is here implied. 
—The poor: The classes named would be readily 
found, then as now. 

Verse 14.—Zkhou shalt be blessed: The reason is 
given: decause they have not wherewith fo recom- 
pense thee: This implies that the tenevelence has 
been without any hope of earthly return.—/n the 
resurrection of the just: This suggests a second 
resurrection, but how much is implied is a matter of 
controversy. In any case, it is the time of recom- 

nse. The host must have been surprised at the 

anguage of our Lord, so unusual in a guest. 
erse 15.—Zat bread in the kingdom of God: 
This remark was probably occasioned by the mention 
of the ‘‘resurrection of the just;” which the Jews 
thought would be followed by festivities. 

Verse 16.—But he said unto him: What followed 
is in answer to this guest: ‘‘ Why do you praise the 
happiness of those who eat bread in the kingdom of 
God if you, and others like you, refuse the invita- 
tion?"—A great supper: The gospel feast.—PBade 
many: The Jewish. nation as a whole, but espe- 
cially the Pharisees and rulers, 

Nerse 17.—Sent forth his servant: This was usual 
in the East. As but one servant is mentioned, the 
reference is probably to Christ himself., as 
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Verse myst a to make excuse: All of tve ex- 
cuses were invalid. The inspection of the field could 
have been arranged for a different time. 

Verse 19.—/ go lo prove them: The tense suggests 
“I am going. The proving was testing the ani- 
mals before the bargain was completed. This too 
could have been arranged so as to admit of accepting 
the invitation, 

Verse 20.—/ have married a wife; The Mosaic. 
law (Deut. 24:5) freed a newly-married man from 
military service, and the excuse was based on this, 
But it was not valid, and discourteous in tone. 

Verses 16-24.—This parable of the great supper is 
to be distinguished from that of the marriage of the 
king’s son (Matt. 22 ; 1-14), though there are points of 
resemblance. Some hold that the parable refers to 
the calling of the Gentiles, but this cannot be the 
primary sense, “Of the city” points to the Jewish 
people. It is probable that verse 24 is the language 
of our Lord, and not of the ‘‘ lord” in the parable. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, PiTTsBuRGH, Pa, 
“ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Lifel’’— Them that sat at meat with him (v. 15). 
Jesus was the most confirmed dinner-party man I 
ever knew. Never refused an invitation. as no 
wall-flower, either. A great ‘‘mixer.” Always a 
good interesting time when he was a guest (John 
2:5). Some folks think religious things must neces- 
sarily be long-faced and dull. This ‘‘ Corner” is not 
long-faced and dull because Christ sits in it. 
The happiest, merriest, and most delightful social 
life dances around the table where the Master is a 
guest. Christ always touches the best things of life. 
The things worth while. No, professor, the art of 
conversation is nota‘‘lost art.” It may be so down at 
the po) ng eager gro and up on Godless Avenue. 
But there is no table-talk and repartee and good 
things to say to compare with the wit that sparkles 
around the table of the Christian family when the 
whole ‘‘bunch” are in. Pop says grace, carves the 
ham, and the fun begins. ‘The Master loves to bea 
part of such a table-full (John 10 ; 10). 


The Time.—Come ; for all things are now ready 
(v.17). ‘* Things” are always ready, folks are not. 
No one is ever invited out of politeness or because we 
have to invite the Joneses ‘‘to square ourselves.” 
Heaven does not have to square itself. You are in- 
vited as the Chinese invite. They send three times. 
The Father invites, the Son invites, the Holy Spirit 
invites, Heaven really wants YOU (Matt. 11 : 28; 
Rev. 22: 17). Every once in a while I run across my 
old school-fellow Wellington, ‘‘ Ridgway,” he says 
almost every time, ‘‘I wish you and your wife would 
come and take dinner with us some day.” Mrs, 
Ridgway and I laugh and never go, because he never 
gives atime. He never says ‘' next Friday,” or some 
other day. He really doesn’t want us,—cannot be 
bothered with the Ridgways. Heaven invites you 
every time Heaven meets you, and Heaven names 
the very time, NOW (2 Cor. 6:2). Jones grabbed 
me the other day. ‘‘ Now, I’ve got you,” and he did 
not loose his gripon my arm until he landed me at his 
front door into the hands of Mrs. Jones and within 
smell of the dinner. The Joneses really wanted me. 
And so does Heaven want you. 


What Did Shipp Do?—Zizy a// with one consent 
began to make excuse (v. 18), The very unlikelihood 
of any of the Four Hundred refusing an invitation toa 
function from Mrs, Rittenbocker is the whole point of 
this parable. Men refuse to be as wise in the su- 
preme things of life as in the trifles. ‘The ‘‘ kids” 
across the street at the public schools are shedding 
tears over the ‘* partialities,” promotions, and exams, 
never dreaming what trifles these are in the drama 
of life. And we other school children are weepin 
and dodging and excusing in the great drama o 
eternity, forgetting the main thing, the Great Mar- 
riage Feast and the clothes for it (Matt. 22 : 11; 
Rev. 19:9). Fred Shipp is a Y. M. C. A. secretary. 
He used to be with the railroads in the Southwest in 
which the Gould family wasinterested. When Shipp 
would get back to New York, Miss Helen Gould would 
invite him to come and make his home at her beauti- 
ful estate on the Hudson. Did Shipp send word he 
couldn’t come because he was afraid he ‘couldn't 
hold out,” or because ‘‘the fellows might laugh” at 
him, or some other of your fool excuses? Say, do 
you think he did? Or did he get on the cars and step 
into one of the most beautiful places God has made, 
with an angel in charge? 


Lending the Axe.—/ have bought five yoke of oxen 
(v. 19). am going to tell once more my old, old axe 
story, because it is a perfect fit for this parable. One 
Oriental went to another to borrow an axe, ‘I am 
sorry, Hamid, but I cannot lend you myaxe. I have 
company, and we will need it to eat our soup with.” 
When Hamid had departed, the guest who stood by 
said,*‘ Oh, Abou Ben Fibber, live forever, but why did 
you tell the man such a ridiculous thing as eating soup 
with an axe?” ‘ Ah, my brother,” replied Abou Ben 
Fibber, ‘cone exeuse, is just as good as another 











186 


WIt{EN YOU DON’T WANT TO'LEND 
THE AXE,”’ (I always ake this story with 
me when I go to ‘protracted meetings.’’ 
In the books which have been printed telling 
how to do personal work, there will gener- 
ally be found directions for meeting the vari- 
ous excuses given for not accepting Christ. 
aay excuse will almost always be found 
‘simply a case of not wanting to lend the axe. 
This is what the Master is showing up. The 
very idea of an Oriental refusing anything he 
liked because of trying out a yoke of oxen! 
(Matt. 8: 21.) 


The Nub.—/ have married a wife (v. 20). 
This would be a funny story to Christ’s audi- 
ence, Christ liked funny stories as well as 
other men. The nub of the story would be 
in this matrimonial reference. The audience 
probably ** broke loose”’ at this point, Be- 
cause a woman never became a real wife 
untél-Christianity made her one. Examine 
“heathendem to-day (1 Cor, If : 11, 12). 
**How many times has Smith been mar- 
ried ?’’ asked Brown, ‘* Three times,’’ was 
the reply,—‘‘once, for love and twice for 
general housework!” That is. the pagan 
son of it, It was as ridiculous to imagine a 

éalthy, hungry Oriental refusing an invita- 
tion to’eat and jabber as a Coatesville boy 
refusing a ticket to a picnic down the Bran- 
dywine, In verse 7 of this chapter you will 
see the people falling all over each other, not 
only to get in, but to get the. best places. 
This is what made this such a funny story to 
them, And when you excuse away salva- 
tion, you are just as ridiculous, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
~% 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Are you ware ?—Lvery one that 
extilteth himself shall be humbled; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted 
(Golden ‘Text).. Some. years since, a party 
of Americans were leaving Cairo for a jour- 
ney across the desert, and bought vessels in 
which to carry water, Each one chose the 
kind of vessel that pleased him. . One found 
jars of brass whose fine designs attracted him, 
Another purchased porcelain vessels of rare 
beauty. A third, however, took some plain 
earthenware bottles. The way across the 
desert was long and wearisome. The heat 
was intense, Every drop of water was of 
value, The brass vessels heated ; the water 
became impure, unfit to drink, The costly 
porcelain jars cracked in the heat, and the 
water was lost, But the plain earthenware 
bottles kept the water pure and sweet to the 
journey’s end.—from ‘*Glory of the Com- 
monplace,”’ by J. R. Miller. Sent by Mrs, 
H. D. Evans, Baltimore, Mad, 


To See Christ.— very one that exalteth 
himself shall be humbled ; and he that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted ae Text), 
A sculptor wrought a beautiful statue, and a 
man who saw it said, **I do not understand 
your statue. You can carve, I know, but 
your statue is all out of proportion, Can’t 
you see it?’’ ‘* You cannot see it as I see 
it,’ remarked the sculptor. ‘** You will find 
at the foot of the statue a place to knee!, and 
when you kneel at the foot of my image of 
Christ, you will see it in its true proportion,’’ 
‘The man knelt there, and he saw at once the 
statue in its true proportion and glory. There 
are things in Christ which you can never 
learn or see until you have knelt at his feet. 
—From the Rev, Harrington C. Lees, M.A, 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Jersey, Eng. 


How Wellington Won.—e that hum- 
bleth himself snail be exalted (Golden Text). 
The Detroit News-Tribune says that Dr. 
Stalker, the well-known Scottish. preacher, 
tells a good story of Sir John Steel, the 
famous sculptor. 
Wellington sitting for a statue, he wanted to 
get him to look warlike. All his efforts were 
in vain, however, for Wellington seemed, 
judging by his face, never to have heard of 
Waterloo or Talavera, At last Sir John lost 
patience somewhat, and this scene followed : 
**As I am going to make the statue of Your 
Grace, can you not tell me what you were 
doing before, say, the battle of Salamanca ? 
Were you ‘not galloping ahout ‘the fiélds, 
cheering én. your mén to deeds of valor by 





When he had the Duke of | 


} 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL: TIMES 


word and action ?’’. ‘*- Bah-!’’ said the duke,- 
in evident scorn. ‘If you really want to 
model-me as.I was on the morning of Sala- 
manca, then do me crawling along a ditch 
on my stomach with a telescope in my hand.’”’ 
-~—Sent by James D, Lawson, Charlottetown, 
P. &. J. ues 


Do It Now.—Go out quickly (v. 21). Mr. 
Moody, in his classroom, often asked the 
students for new ideas. One day a particu- 
larly clever plan was ested by one of the 
men with reference to Sunday-school work. 
** What do you think about this? ’’ he asked 
the superintendent of the Moody Church 
Sunday-scliool who was present. ‘* We’ve 
been aiming todo it for about two years,’’ re- 
plied the superintendent. ** Don’t you think 
it’s about time you fired?’’ quickly laughed 
Mr. Moody.—From Charles Stelsle, in The 
Continent. Sent dy Elisabeth B. Stansfield, 
Pasadena, Cal. 


Ashamed.-—And the lord said unto the 
servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and constrain them to come in, that my house 
may be filled (v. 23). A visitor at tie hos- 
pice of St. Bernard in the Alps tells of one 
of the noble dogs coming in one mornin 
holding his head and tail to the ground, and 
slinking away to a dark corner of his kennel, 
as if ashamed to look any one in the face. 
The monks explained to the visitor that the 
dog had not been able to find anybody in the 
snow that morning to rescue, and therefore 
was ashamed to come in from his search, 
How will it be with us when we reach the 
end of our iife, if we have not rescued any 
one from the storms and the dangers ?— 
From ** Devotional Hours with the Bible,”’ 
by J. R. Miller. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, N.Y. 


Whosoever Will.—And constrain them 
to come in (v. 23). Many men fold their 
arms and say, ‘‘If I am one of the elect I 
shall be saved, and if I am not, I sha’n’t, 
No use bothering about. it.’’ I have an idea 
that the Lord Jesus saw how men were going 
to stumble over this doctrine of election, so 
after he had been thirty or. forty years in 
heaven, he came down and spoke to John, 
One Lord’s day in Patmos he said ‘to him: 
** Write these things to the clturches,’’ Joli 
kept on. writing. His pen flew very fast, 
And then the Lord, when it was nearly :fin- 
ished, said: ‘‘ John, before you close the 
book, put in one more invitation, ‘The Spirit 
and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. Aud let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever wiil, let him 
take the water of life freely.’ ’’— From D. L. 
Moody. Sént by Burton H. Winslow, Saco, 
Me. The prise for this week is awarded to 
this tllustration, 


The ‘* Illustration Round Table” ina re- 
cent number of the Times contained a quota- 
tion from a beautiful piece of verse by 
‘George Kilingle’’ entitled ** Hour by 
Hour.’ The verse was introduced in these 
columns under the heading **‘ A Day ata 
Time,’’ and was sent to the Round Table by 
Emma C. Fisk, of Boonville, New York. 
Another religions periodical, quoting this 
Jrom the Times’ columns, attributed it to Miss 
Fisk as tts author, and an unintentional in- 
Justice has thereby been done to the widely 
hnown and beloved ** George Klingie.’’ The 
Times very gladly takes this opportunity of 
letting its readers know from whose heart the 
helpful lines originated, The piece appears 
in a collection of George Kiingle’s works en- 
titled ** Make Thy Way Mine,” published by 
Frederick A, Stokes Company, New York, of 
which a fifth edition is just issued. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
nglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


OW they chose out the chief seats (v 7). 
‘The Oriental order of merit is : Piety, 
official influence, wealth, léarning, 

family name. There is still a feudal senti- 
ment that the second place should be given 


| to family name, but it is rapidly diminishing, 


and there are signs that piety in the sense of 
devotee self-denial is also on the wane. © In- 
tegrity of conduct is regarded as'a rather 
intractable virtue, and incurs suspicion as 
being due to want of natural feeling, or as 
cultivated, Absolom-like, with a view to '‘per- 
sonal advantage. - Oriental life is regulated 
by divine or human authority, but is indiffer- 





ent to the ethical recognition of-what is-in 
itself right and just. It does not- cultivate 
the inner qualities that make for rrp 
but is very sensitive to the respect or disre- 
spect shown by others, The son who deco- 
rously shunned the day’s work in the vine- 
yard was not so offensive as his brother who 
affronted the father’s honor by a flat refusal. 
Oriental newspapers blackmail rich men by 
threatening to write them up, and eject them 


from their *‘ chief seat ”’ by exposing them 
to ridicule and censure, unless they contrib- 
ute hush-money. 

An ‘Oriental 


Give this man F sed (v. 9). 
proverb says, ‘* Never sit in the place of a 
man who can say to you, ‘Get up!’”’ An- 
other says, ‘* Humility in honer is-nobler than 
the honor itself,’’ ‘This, however, is ideal 
and unproductive, and there is felt to be 
more practical incentive in another, which 
runs: ** Tke low-lying ground drinks its own 
water and that of its neighbor.”’ 


The poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind 
(v. 13). Such is still the list of closed doors in 
the East. Poverty is the bar to merchandise 
from lack of the starting capital ; the maimed 
cannot compete with the two-handed in 
skilled labor ; the lame cannot trudge beside 
his donkey or mule aud carry building ma- 
terial or fruits to the market-town, or hawk 
olive oil in sheepskin bags from village to 
village, while blindness is accepted as the 
providential call to a mendicant life, 


The resurrection of the just (v. 14). In 
the popular Jewish thought of the time this 
phrase referred to the forfeited but unfor- 
gotten rights that would be rectified in ‘‘ the 
days of the Messiah,’’ *¢ the world to come,” 
‘*the kingdom of God’ (v. 15), ** the times 
of restoration of all things’’ (Acts 3 : 21), 
the manifestation of the sons of God (Rom, 
8:19) It was the great and longed-for 
world jubilee, when all wants would be di- 
viiely met, all crooked things made straight, 
and God’s mysterious dealings justified. 

Come ; for all things are now ready (v.17). 
The intimation as to the day had been given 
some time before and accepted, but this was 
followed, according to a custom still pre- 
vailing in the villages of Palestine, by the 
more precise announcement of the hour 
when all petty delays and unforeseen diffi- 
culties had been overcome, and the feast was 
ready to be served. 


The master of the house being. angry (v. 
21). Orientals would never commit the im- 
»oliteness of bluntly declining the invitation, 
but their artificial excuses showed that they 
had never meant to come. Christ’s audience 
would listen to such a story with a critical 
smile of appreciation, recognizing the hollow- 
ness of the reasons given and accepting the 
home-thrust at ways with which they were 
all familiar. Not one of them would think 
of buying a field or a yoke of oxen without 
careful previous examination, and the third 
plea rested on the contingency of affronting 
a wedding-guest who might possibly call to 
pay his complimentary visit and find the 
bridegroom absent. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
4 t 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


ESUS’ allusion to the ‘lowest’? and 
‘*highest ’’ rooms in a grand house had 
familiar meaning to hearers brought up 

among the traditions of Oriental civilization. 
Wein America have nothing in our own house- 
planning and house-furnishing to correspond 
literally with the Master’s phraseology. But 
if we visit the fine mansion of a rich citizen 
at Damascus, we may see even in 1914 the 
very same conditions that were common in 
the houses of wealthy Syrians nineteen hun- 
dred years ago. 

As we look out through the stereoscope, 
we find ourselves in a large reception-room, 
whose lofty: walls are covered with slabs of 
marble, ornamental tiles and colored stucco. 
A magnificent chandelier with glittering 
pendants of crystal hangs from the ceiling. 
Beautiful rugs cover the floor; or perhaps 
we should say they cover the floors, for the 
farther part of the room has its floor on a 
higher level, as if it were a platform or stage, 
two or three feet above the level on which 
we ourselves are standing. That upper sec- 
tion of the room is gay with sofas and chairs 
of European manufacture, their wooden 
frames carved and gilded, and their.cushions 
covered:with. btight:colored silks. Such up- 
holstéred firsiture looks to is euriously .un- 
suitable in‘its Ortental setting, but we have 
to remember that:in Damascus it is an: ex- 
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pensive importation from foreign-lands, and 
so marks its possessor as a person-of wealth 
and . cultivated taste.! - Ordinary visitors are 
not invited to use it... Only.the more distin- 
peabed guests of the-house, to whom the 

ost wishes to pay a special compliment, are 
bidden to that higher-part of the.room and 
seated on the silk-covered chairs, 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘* An Oriental 
room on two levels, where honored guests go 
up higher.”” 

‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, pare as usual to the lessons for the 

ear. use of the will be 
a most practical help in making the 
ited duri ‘ ; igh tereographs 
t ng 1914: the -eight ster 
cost ' $8.00, and if all are ordered at one time 
a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
‘Twelve places are to be visited and ‘described 
with the lessons of this quarter ; cost $2. The 
four for April alone, 67 cents. Less than four 
in one Fa _~- each. —— 
sco cents or express 
pas an | on all orders for ~ hs or stereo- 
scopes, tern slides of the same scenes can 
also be obtained. Plain slides, 50 cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In 
orders for twenty-five or more at one time prices 
are : plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1. Address The Sunday ool Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
defend us, we piay thee, from self-seeking ! 
Make us joyful over the preferment of others in 
positions of honor, and may we not be proud of 
ourselves for this! ‘Take away from us the 
restless pride that has made trouble for us, and 
set our thoughts upon how we may be used of 
thee in thy service. May we not measure the 
importance of any service by the number of 
persons who know of our part in it, but wholly 
by its conformity to thy blessed will. In thy 
dear name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There was a student 
in one of the big colleges who .made up his 
mind to be popular, The most popular man 
in the class always had a special gift from bis 
classmates at graduation, Now this student 
was a very pleasant, nice fellow, but his 
ularity never became very great. - He would 
call every other fellow in the class ‘* ald 
man,’’ and slap his class friends on the back, 
and in such ways seemed to try to win first 
place in their hearts, But somehow that 
place went at last to a quiet fellow who did 
all he could for others, who simply went 
ahead with his class duties and college 
friendships and athletic work without any 
fuss. He never seemed to be trying to push 
himself forward, never was trying to, as his 
friends knew very well. The class,-to a man, 
believed in him, loved him, exalted him in 
every way. Do we have any doubt about 
the fitness of Jesus’ teachings for our day? 
Look around you in school, in business, in 
work-room, or on the play-ground. Youcan 
see that Golden Text for to-day written in 
many a life. If God calls us to honor and 
high places it is because he wants service, 
not pride, from us, 





EXALTS 
HUMBLES 


HUMBLED 


HIMSELF SHALL BE RUMBLED 


HE WHO 











There is a right way and a wrong way to 
read that. Somebody please read it the 
wrong way. Thank you. But let no one 
of us read it that way for our own lives, 
How should it go? May God lead every 
one of us out into the practise of this truth ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Have you wer for the sheep that have 
wandered ?"’ 

“‘ T heard the voice of Jesus say.’’ 

‘**O Jesus, thou art standing.” 

**O Master, let.me walk with thee."’ 

‘* So let our lips and lives express."’ 

** Tell me the old, old story." 

“thou didst leave thy throne and thy 
kingly crown.” 

** Who is on the Lord's side ?"" 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 


salm book ‘* Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 34 : 1-10 (69 =I, :3, 5). 
Psalm 23,:,1-6 (43 : 1, 2). 
Psalin 41 : 1-5 (89 + I-3). 
“*Pealin 72 21-14 (146 : 1, 2, 6). 
Psalm 45 : 1-17 (@5 : 1, 2, 4). 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 5 (Luke r4 : 7-24) 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks are bein 

given in this column for the use of teachers 0 

the younger children, or for parents on Sunda 

in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
be 





die of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they shou ‘given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by 

fits,”’ or a word of prayer. e 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or ater 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


13. An Easter-time Story 


OOK at this queer gray thing (showing 
a cocoon), and listen to a true story 
about it. 

Last fall there was a fuzzy brown cater- 
pillar climbing up en.apple-tree. Up, up it 
went till it could stretch itself out on a green 
leaf. Then it was tired and wanted to cover 
up and goto sleep. What do you suppose 
it did for covers? It spun out a long gray, 
silky thread—I never can tell you how it did 
it—God makes a fuzzy worm to do things 
you and.I cannot do or even understand, 

So he spun out a long gray, silky thread, 
and wrapped it round and round the stout 
apple-leaf till it drew up at the sides and 
made 4 cradle—a cradle with himself inside! 
There, snug and dry and warm, the little 
caterpillar went to sleep. . 

Frosty days came. Most of the leaves 
fell off the trees, but the stout apple-leaf 
heldon. Youstopped playing hide-and-seek 
and went to school. You had Thanksgiving 
and Christmas and stormy days, and still the 
apple-leaf cradle was swinging on the tree 
with the caterpillar fast asleep inside. 

Now the sunshiny days are here. You 
are throwing off caps and ‘mittens and: run- 
ning out to play. And soon there will come 
a knoéking on the inside of the ‘cradle. 
‘Péople knock on-doors to get in, but here is 

' Something trying to get out! Pretty soon a 
‘hole will come in the end, and out will come 
—not'a fuzzy brown caterpillar, but 4 shiny 

‘yellow butterfly with wings like silk ! 

Boys and girls, listen! Some day you and 
I will go to sleep down here—people will 

say we are dead, and they will put our bod- 

- jes down in the ground to stay while our 

souls go’ to God; but the God who can 
change an ugly caterpillar into a beautiful 
butterfly can give our souls new, glorious 
bodies that can never die. He says he will 
do it for ‘‘*those who keep his command- 
ments.’’ Remember this story when you 
see a gray cradle swinging in a tree. 

‘NVote.—To be used the Sunday before or 
after Easter for those who prefer to have no 
nature lesson on Easter day. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING,— Helpers of Jesus 
should be unselfish and kind. 

Before the Lesson.—Jesus loved to 
teach. 
synagogue service. If the leader asked him 
to read and explain the Scriptures Jesus was 
ready (see lesson of March 15). If any poor, 
sick person attended the service Jesus was 
ready to heal (same lesson). 

Jesus loved to teach during the week, 
wherever he found a group of people, or 
only one, who would listen. Out of doors, 
on a mountain-side, Jesus taught the ‘ Ser- 
mon on the Mount.”’ By the Sea of Galilee 
he taught in parables or stories about the 
seed and sower. As he traveled through 
cities and villages (January 25), and along 
the roadway (March 22), he taught wonder- 
ful lessons. Sometimes he taught in the 
homes of friends (January 4), as in the house 
of Mary and Martha (January 25). Even at 
meal-times he taught at the table if the 
guests asked questions (February 15). Let 
us name different places where Jesus was 
ready to teach. To-day’s story tells us what 
Christ taught one day at the table. Point to 
the lesson title; and let the children read 
** Christ’s Table Talk.’’ 

Lesson Stories.—Guests had been invited, 
and Jesus noticed how nearly all crowded 


Every Sabbath day.he went to the | 
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and tried to get the best seats for themselves. 
Dering the meal Jesus told a story, or para- 
ble, about a wedding feast, and how selfish 
the guests were in taking the best seats 
without being invited to do so (vs, 8-10). 
Primary children are old enough to under- 
stand that when invited to a party or dinner 
it is polite to wait until asked to take a cer- 
tain seat. City children know about the 
scrambling for seats in street-cars and sub- 
urban trains during rush hours, The exam- 
ple of their elders . not always creditable. 
After talking about the weddi feast 
Jesus said what is printed on our chart or 
picture-card. Help the children to read, 
‘*Every one that exalteth himself shall be 
humbled, and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.’ Because this is too difficult 
for memorizing by young- children make 
plain that it means, ‘* Be ye kind one to an- 
other’’ (Eph. 4 : 32a). Sing or repeat : 


‘* Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good." 


Turn to last Sunday’s memory text, which 
says: ‘*Do justly, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with thy God.”’ 

After this story Jesus turned to the man 
who had invited them to dinner, and said : 
‘*Do you invite just your friends and rela- 
tives and rich neighbors because you expect 
them to invite you some day to pay you 
back ?’’. Then Jesus told how lis real helpers 
would make a feast some day to invite the 
poor, even the lame and blind, who cannot 
pay back, but God will bless the kindness. 
Tell how, at Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
the Salvation Army and kindred organiza- 
tions, and perhaps our own church, provided 
dinners to which the r and unfortunate 
were invited. They do ‘‘ love kindness,’’ and 
try to make the poor happier. Soon they 
will plan for summer picnics, or a country 
visit for many poor. 

Last Thanksgiving a class of thirty big 
Sunday-school boys gave at the church a 
fine dinner to 130 orphan children who at- 
tended that church and Sunday-school from 
an orphans’ home near by. Those boys 
earned, saved, and collected enough money 
to buy, the food, fruit, and flowers; they 
asked their mothers and sisters to show them 
how to, cook the food and set the tables; 
they prepared everything and waited upon 
those happy orphan children, and were 
happy in watching them enjoy their dinner. 
After some games the children went back to 
their home with their fruit and flowers. 
‘Then those big boys even washed the dishes 
and put them away. They were tired, but 
they were happy, too, and plan to invite the 
orphan children next Thanksgiving. 

Along this line children might give practi- 
cal expression by helping to provide an 
Easter party or picnic for some poor chil- 
dren, or bringing flowers and fruit next 


homes, to shut-in members of the Home De- 
partment. Small groups might plan to visit 
such places to sing their Easter songs. If 
your Easter offering goes to foreign missions 
explain that it will help just the kind of peo- 
ple whom Jesus mentioned. 

Jesus told another story at the table that 
day about a man who prepared a fine supper 
for his friends, but they sent excuses, and 
did not come. He was disappointed, but 
the food was ready, so he sent his servants 
| to find people on the streets and roads who 
| would come and eat it, and they came (vs. 

16-24). 

Children, how many empty chairs are in 
our room to-day? Manyof our children are 
absent, and I am wondering what kind of 
excuses they have—maybe sick ; maybe out 
of town; but where are the others? Our 
music and flowers, our teachers with their 
lessons, our picturs and paperes are all ready, 
and yet some of our children do not come 
when they might. Instead of empty chairs, 
let us try to fill them all, by inviting children 
who do not go anywhere to Sunday-school. 
On Easter Sunday let every place be filled, 

Hand-work.—Write the name of. some- 
body whom you will invite to our Sunday- 
school for next Sunday. 


CHICAGO, 
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‘* The Primary Department,” by Ethel J. 
Archibald, discusses many necessary phases 
of a primary teacher's problems and work ; 


| at also outlines programs for the various ex- 


ercises of the class for special occasions, such 
as Christmas and Easter, and contains five 





tllustrations. Jt may be had for 50 cents, 
postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Co. 


Sunday té@ distribute at some hospital or, 





My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. The Seeking Saviour. 

2. ‘The Lesson to the Guests. 

5. The Lesson to the Host. 

4. (If time permits) The Lesson to the 
Self-Satisfied One. 


UR introductory was a preview of the 
quarter, connecting it with last quar- 
ter’s lessons. We are studying an- 

other aspect of Jesus as we might study 
Roosevelt as Rough Rider, as African game 
hunter, as President of the United Siates. 
How varied these stories would be, yet how 
much better we would understand the char- 
acter of the man. Last quarter we studied 
of Jesus the great Teacher, giving wonder- 
ful lessons on humility, service, watchful- 
ness, love. Now we are to study him as the 
seeking Saviour. . 

What is a saviour? Why do we call Jesus 
the Saviour? (Matt. 1:21.) ‘* Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for it is he that shall 
save his people from their sins.’’ If Jesus is 
a seeking Saviour, we must learn in this 
quarter— 

1.. Whom he seeks, 

2. Where he seeks, 
* 3. How he seeks. 

4. Why he seeks. 


The answers to the first and last questions 
are found in our verse for the quarter. Read 
and memorize Luke 19: 10 and Mark 2: 17. 

Where does Jesus see#? In our lesson 
to-day we find him dining with Pharisees. 
Discuss the attitude of the Pharisees toward 
Jesus. Note the probable reason for the in- 
vitation, and the reason why Jesus accepted, 
knowing this attitude. Emphasize that seek- 
ing is a part of our work as Christians, We 
can seek for some other girl who does not 
go to Sunday-school, We can seek for ways 
to help others, Even in our social inter. 
course we must be watchful for opportunities, 
as Jesus was.. No pleasure ever hid from Ais 
eyes an opportunity to win somebody. And 
if the Holy Spirit of God-is within you and 
looking out of your eyes, many opportunities, 
heretofore unrecognized will come to you. 

Here at a dinner party or social hour Jesus 
healed a man and taught a lesson to host 
and guests. ‘ 

2. The Lesson: for the Guests; Have 
verses 7-11 read. Question upon the details. 
Explain the seating arrangements in Orien- 
tal banquets. Note the suggested selfishness 
and pride in the scramble for best seats. 
Ikere again was a need for a lesson on hu- 
mility. Once before Jesus had given a les- 
Yon to his disciples and had used a little 
child as illustration. Now he tells these 
guests what such actions indicate, and in- 
structs them what they had better do, He 
knows that if men think of Jesus constantly, 
the best man or woman on earth will not 
think he is worthy of what the heavenly 
Father has given him. Explain why Jesus 
cannot use a proud man. Show that such a 
man has not paid for his discipleship with 
yielding his own will. Mark and read 
Luke 14: 11. What does ‘ abased’’ mean ? 
Who will abase him? How? 

Show how a humble girl who depends on 
Jesus to teach and guide her is the one who 
will best execute his will. He will there- 
fore use her; this will be her exaltation, 

3. Then followed a message to the host. 
Recall the probable idea of the Pharisee in 
inviting Jesus. Have verses 12-14 read. 
What lesson is Jesus here giving? Is this 
principle to be applied only when we make 
a feast? Have the girls apply it in the fol- 
lowing way: sharing good things; giving 
invitations ; doing favors, etc., without hope 
of recompense. 
this point with plans for 2 treat to some who 
could not return it. 

Write about Jesus as a seeking Saviour, 
telling where and whom he seeks, and why. 
Quote a Bible verse to answer. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Two men met a stranger. Who was he? 
What did he say to the men? Read Luke 
24 : 13 .35- 

Who first discovered the fact that Jesus 
had risen? Read Luke 24. When was the 
first Christian Easter? 

What resulted from asking Jesus to abide ? 
Read the hymn “ Abide with Me.” 

Why does the resurrection of Jesus make 
us glad? 

Would it make any difference if Jesus had 
not risen? How? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Our lesson concluded at | 








of 

BRAIN FAG 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate is 
especially recommended for 
restoring brain force or ner- 
vous energy, in all cases where 
the nervous system has 
reduced below the 
standard by overwork. . 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate | 


(Non-Alcoholic) 








Thousands of Christian Workers, 


g Thirty-four States 
vinces, Came to Attend the 


Remarkable Prophetic 
Bible Conference (75%) 


Get _Stenographic Report 
Of Principal Addresses 
More than 250 large pages, tough 
paper binding, 50 cents before 
April 1st; 60 cents afterwards. 
Fine cloth covers, $1.00. 
The Bible Institute Colportage Ass'n 


818 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 


R 
and 


















JUST PUBLISHED 


THE BIBLE. 
IN THE MAKING 


IN THE LIGHT OF 
MODERN RESEARCH 


By J. PATERSON SMYTH 
Price net 75 cents | 
JAMES POTT & CO., NEW YORK 


GREAT REVIVAL HYMNS 


N 2 Used exclusively in all the 
0.2 “BILLY” SUNDAY 
campaigns. 


aoe pease of the best selected songs 
obtainable, including Scripture readings. Or- 
chestration arranzed for 10 instruments, The one 
book that supplies every need for all departments 
of church work. All we ask is that you ex- 
amine our beok and compare it with others. 

Special cash witii order price : Cloth, $25.00; 

mp, $18.00; Manila, $12.50 per 100, express not 
prepaid ; any number ot copies at the 100 rate, ex- 


press not prepaid. Send for our Special Plan 
half price. 




















to supply new music at 


The Rodeheaver Company 


CHICAGO - - 14 W. Washington Street 
PHILADELPHIA, ~ 46 N. Twelfth Street 


1.25 ver 100; 20 for 30c.; 
Easter Post Cards aoe kam 25, at ic. each. 
No. 64, Unusual and Artistic Easter designs em- 
bossed on enameled bristol stock. 60 beautiful lesigns. 
No. 760. Artistically colored designs emblematic of 
Easter on white linen-finished stock. Easter greeting 
in color corresponding to color scheme of the design. 
The designs are pretty, the coloring effective. 
Other designs illustrated in our catalogue. 
DIE-STAMPED EASTER FOLDERS 
No, 2. 5 cents h, any quantity. Dainty 
folder, two designs. ster lilies with Easter greeting 
die-stamped on heavy stock of delicate green tint. 
Our 96-page Edster Catalogue, listing a most 
FE complete line of Easter and Sunday School 
Supplies. Write To-day for Catalogue. 


MacCALLA & CO., inc., FE.7e*s: 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
mg and developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 

Quantity price, jocents. Send for a sample copy. 

The Century Coe., Union Sq., New York City 
































anewering advertisements, 


When please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





188 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


HO was Jesus talking to in this les- 
son?’’ an teacher after we had 
read the verses in concert from our 

class Bibles. 
' **Those who were bidden,’’ read Skinny 
from verse 7, ' 

**Bidden to what?’ teacher wanted to 
know. : 

“A wedding feast,’ guessed Bert, look- 
ing « verse 8. 

** No, look back to verse 1,’’ said teacher. 

“Oh, I see,” said Bert, **A Pharisee 
tovk Jesus home to dinner after church, like 
father and mother did the evangelist last 
winter, and this lesson is wiat he said to the 
other folks at the table,’’ 

** Aw, he’s gone and answered my home- 
study slip about why this lesson is called 
table talk,’’ complained Bumps. 

** Yes,’’ answered teacher, smiling at him, 
*‘lut what has his talk at that table to do 
. with us to-day ?’’ 

“Oh, I guess we’re about the same kind 
of folks they were,’’ grinned Bumps, ‘*and 
need the same kind of teaching.’’ 

‘Peacher said that was a good answer, and 
called on Carl for slip No, 2, ** What was 
the first thing Jesus thouglit they and we 
needed to learn?’’ 

**Not to push ourselves forward,’’ an- 
swered little Carl, ** nor to think we’:e better 
tian others,’’ 

** What example of pushing one’s self for- 
ward did Jesus give ?’’ teacher asked. 

** Why, that about taking the best place at 
a feast,’’ explained Skinny. 

‘*[ don't see what that means about 
higher and lower rooms,’’ said Fred Keller. 
‘**Couldn’t they all get in the dining-room ?”’ 

So teacher explained about some seats 
being more honorable than others. He drew 
ja table-on the board, like they had in those 
days, with three’ sections to it, and pointed 
lout which was the head of the table and 
iwhich the foot, 

He wert on to say that in some Oriental 

houses there wasa raised floor at one end of 
ithe room, and the chief guests sat up there, 
same as the speakers sat at a’ table on the 
\platform when our Men’s Bible Class had 
jtheir banquet at the Opeta House. 
' Ile said the picture that went with this 
Je-son showed just such a room, So he 
passed it around the class, and there it was 
just like he said, with soft seats and little 
‘tables and fine dishes in the high part. No 
wonder everybody wanted to sit up there. 

Then he talked'a while about not pushing 
ourselves forward. ‘* Modestv,’’ he said, 
*¢is as rare and beautiful as a diamond.”’ 

** Ho, if you don’t stand up for yourself 
there ain’t nobody else going to stand up for 
you,’’ deelared Bulldog Jones. 

**Is that so?’’ asked teacher, looking in- 
terested, ‘** How about George Washington, 
whom.vou were all studying about in school 
last February? Did he become commander- 
in-chief aud finally president by pushing 
himself forward ?’’ 

**No, sir,’’ answered Carl, ‘* Ile didn’t 
want those places; said he wasn’t titted for 
them, and that he would rather stay at Mount 
Vernon and run his farm.”’ 

**Then why did tie people insist on 
choosing him for such high offices ?’’ was 
the next question. 

** Because he was the real thing,’’ spoke 
up bulldog. 

** Right,’’ nodded teacher, ‘* If a man is 
really worthy of a high place his promotion 
will come in time, while the fellow who 
pushes himself higher than he deserves gen- 
erally gets a setback sooner or later,”’ 

He told a story about a lumber-yard he 
used to work in. The owner hid a son that 
thought he knew everything just because 
he’d been to coliege, so he made his father 
appoiat him manager of the yard. Ile was 
lazy and didn’t know anything about the 
business anyway, so a big Swede that had 


all the figuring. Finally things got so bad 
his father fired him, and the Swede was pro- 
moted to be manager. 

‘** That’s what verse 11 means in the things 
of this world,’’ teacher said, **and it’s the 
same in spiritual things. The man who de- 
pends on himself for salvation will fail mis- 
erably in the end, The man or boy who 
feels his own weakness and trusts in Christ 


will be crowned at last.”’ 
My question came next: ** What does | 
Jesus say is the best hind of fea~t?’’ So I 


ees 
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read verses 12 and 13 where it says when 
you give a dinner not to invite your friends 
and relatives, but the poor, blind, etc. 

** Say, can’t you have your own folks even 
on Thanksgiving?” exclaimed Bulldog, 
looking astonished, ‘Why, Mr. Keller 
said to make it a day of glad reunions was 
the best way to keep Thanksgiving,’’ 

‘But what about those who have no 
families?’’ teacher suggested. 

‘* Why, I suppose those that are in families 
ought to make room that day for those that 
haven’t any,’’ admitted Bulldog. 

‘* That’s just what Jesus is saying,’” nodded 
teacher. ‘*Of course, he was talking more 
especially about society people inviting their 
rich friends so they themselves would get in- 
vited back again, but he meant for us all to 
have the unselfish spirit. And wouldn’t a 
family feast be all thé' happier if shared with 
some one else who has no family?” he 
asked, and we all agreed thut it would, 





Then we taiked about the other home 
study slips, and teacher showed that the main 
point all through this lesson is not to live for 
self but for others. He put iton the board: 





SELF OTHERS 
WORLD'S WAY CHRIST'S WAY 
WHICH SHALL | FOLLOW? 











The questions for next time are: Ilow 
between last lesson and this one ? 
What great events took place between the 
last lesson and this one? How much is 
threescore furlongs? Why did Jesus call 
them fools? Why did they recognize Jesus 
when he broke bread? In what two ways 
did Jesus convince them of the resurrection ? 
How do we know Christ is risen ? 
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THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





An Earthly Feast and the Gospel Supper 
ESUS CHRIST is on his journey. from 


a Pharisee (Luke 14; 1-6), The miracle. 
of healing on the Sabbath has already been 
considered (Lesson 11, First Quarter), and 
now we are to look at the conversation that 
arose out of incidents at the feast. There 
are three distinct yet connected sections : 
(a) verses 7-11, lessons addressed, to the 
guests ; (6) verses. 12-14, lessons addressed 
to the host; (c) verses 15-24, lessons ad- 
dressed mainly to one present, though. also, 
to all, as represented by him. For this pas- 
sage see Vollmer’s ‘* Modern Student’s Life 
of Christ,’’ page 193 (Revell, $1); Riddle’s 
**Ouuline Harmony of the Gaspels,’’ Section 
95 (The Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents 
and 25 cents); Croscup’s ‘* Historical 
Charts,’’ Section 110 (‘the; Sunday Schoel 
‘limes Co., $1); Stirling’s ‘* Atlas of the 
Life of Christ,’’ page 22, Nos. 1 and 3 
(Revell, 40 cents;) Stevens and Burton’s 
‘*Harmony of the Gospels,’’ Section 100 
(Scribner, $1). 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 7-11. The guests 
were evidently left to find seats for thém- 
selves, and this led to maneuvering on the 
pact of some to secure the best places, This 
in turn elicited from our Lord a * parable,’’ 
not in the ordinary sense, but counsel which 
was to be metaphorically understood. The 
people were advised to avoid sitting in the 
chief seats, lest they should have to be given 
up to some one who was of higher social: posi- 
tion. It would be an intense humiliation if 
the host, who had the right to choose and 
arrange the seats, should have to'say, ‘‘ Give 
this man place’’; far better-to take-the 
lowest place in orderthat the host may be 
able to say, ‘* Friend, come up higher.’’ 
Note carefully that the word is ‘*‘ come,’’ not 
**go,’’ suggesting an invitation to be in 
the immediate company of the host. Then 
Christ lays down the principle v. 11), which 
he also urged at other times (18:14; Matt. 
23:12). Even from their own selfish stand- 
point it would be worth whiie to be modest, 
but of course our Lord urges beyond all else 
the absolute reality of their humility. 

Tuesday.—Read verses 12-14. Now the 
host was to receive a ‘message. . Possibly 
what our Lord rebukes had been done, 
This does not mean that the rich are never 
to be invited, but simply that the poor are 
not to be overlooked. It is alwaysa satis- 
faction to welcome our friends, but this-in- 
volves ‘an essential element of selfishness 


| because of our own enjoyment derived- from 
worked there for years had to help him with | 


it. The New Testament is emphatic on the 
duty of hospitality, which seems to have 
been a special feature of early church life 
leiga 12:13; 1 Tim. 3:2; 

et. 4:9). The word always means “love 
of strangers.’’ Christ refers to the resur- 
rection, the first time that he does so in his 
discourses. Is it at all possivle that this al- 
lusion to ** the resurrection of the just ’’ im- 





plies, what we know from other Scriptures, 
that there will be two, one of the just and the 
other of the unjust (see 20:35; 1. Cor, 
1§:23;-2 ‘Phess, 4:16; Rev. 20:5; 6)? 


Persea, and he accepts the invitation of, 


Tit. 1:85 34 


If this distinction is made here, then the 

of the just will be that referred 
to in passage: like Philippians 3:11, 1 Peter 
E:3y as dist'nct from the genvral resur- 
rection. 


Wednesday.—Read verses 15-17. Still 
another incident gives rise to a further les- 
son, What was the state of mind of the one 
described (v. 15)? Perhaps it was a ‘‘ pious 
nothing,’’ a complacent remark of one who 
was perfectly satisfied with his position. Or 
it may have been intended to draw Jesus 
Christ into something regarded as “‘ hereti- 
eal.’ -Perhaps.the severity of our Lord’s 
rejoinder'suggests such an intention. The 
exclamation no doubt refers to the He- 
brew idea of feasting as part of the glorious 
Messianic future. Note the point of the 
word ‘* but’ (v. 16), It is as though Christ 
said, ** Yes, but beware of rejecting ‘the 
blessings of the kingdom while extolling its 
greatness.’’ ‘Then follows what is called 
the parable of the Great Supper, which is to 
be clearly distinguished from the parable in 
Matthew 22:1-14. There are points of 
agreement, but there are also several marks 
of difference which makes identification ab- 
solutely impossible. Who is the ‘certain 
man’’? None other than God himself. 
What is the Great Supper? None other 
than the gospel itself. In what way can we 
think of the gospel as ‘‘great’’?? Because 
it comes from God? Because of the marvel- 


tended for the whole world? There are 
other points that suggest themselves as indi- 
cative of the ‘‘greatness’’ of the gospel 
feast; Netice-the fwo invitations; the one 
when the idea was first conceived (v. 16), 
and-the-other when the supper was actually 
ready (v. 17). -Thisis a point apt to be over- 
leoked; for between the two there was the 
preparation; and thereby we obtain a grander 
view ef the whole. We may think of Genesis 
3 as the first invitation, and then of a process 
of preparation of four thousand years till 
Jesus Christ came, Hints to the patriarch, 
fuller suggestions to Abraham, deeper reve- 
lation to Moses, symbolism in the Levitical 
law; brighter light through David, fuller 
revelation tothe prophets; all this was part 
of the preparation until at length Jesus Christ 
a ; andé-then it could be said, ‘* Come, 
for all things are now ready.’’ Think, too, 
of the gospel asa feast. It is provided for 
God’s enemies, and includes pardon, peace, 
power, purity ; indeed, everything pertaining 
to life and godliness. Not only so, there is 
provision made beyond all conception, for 
Christ will remain to all eternity a testimony 
of God’s love. So thatas the Old Testament 
looks forward to what had to be done, the 
New Testament looks backward on what 
has been done. The host is ready, the 
Hioly Spirit is ready, and now the simple 
word is ‘‘Come.’’ This includes submis- 
-siom, trust, and obedience. We are to be- 
lieve and receive, to appropriate, apply, and 
appreciate what God has provided. 
Thursday.—Read verses 18-20, Although 
the time was given so that people could keep 
free they were quite unconcerned and soon 
showed their ingratitude. ‘They all began 
to make excuse. The excuses were obvi- 
ously ** manufactured ”’ ; everything was ar- 








lous provision in Christ? ‘Because it is in- | 
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tificial. Consider how absurd they were. 
If the ~first-man had bought ground, the 
bargain was closed and there was no need to 
hurry. If the second man had purchased 
the oxen there was no need to try them, 
especially in the evening when they come to 
have been in the stall, Since the third man 
had married it would not have been impos- 
sible to bring his wife to the feast and thereby 
have had double enjoyment. Consider these 
as oo of the absurdity to-day, as if God 
c possibly be deceived by such unreality. 
If men were only honest they would see 
that such an attitude to their fellows would 
produce ridicule and scorn. Think, too, of 
the madness of these excuses, for they missed 
everything, since there was nothing else. 
The gospel is not a breakfast, or a dinner, 
but a supper, the last meal in the day. There 
will be no midnight meal in the next world! 
**None other Name’’ (Acts 4:12). Note, 
too, that all these excuses were concerned 
with things /awfu/, and not with things sin- 
ful in themselves, It is an old saying that 
**More men are killed by meat than by 
Hoge i by the abuse of things lawful than 

y the use of things unlawful. Commerce 
and marriage are perfectly honorable, but 
instead of having bought, the men them- 
selves were so/d to their material interests. 
It is not wrong to have these things, but it is 
to let them have ws, The first interests are 
spiritual: ‘*Seek ye first.”’ A ship in the 
water is all right, but water in the ship is all 
wrong. A Christian in the world is neces- 
sary and legitimate, but the world. in a 
Christian is deadly. The fact is that the first 
man had something else to see (business), the 
second man something else to do (wealth), 
the third something else to enjoy (pleasure), 


Friday—Read verses 21-24. Now comes 
the sequel. The Master is not to be-set 
aside and his preparations made of no ef- 
fect. Bengel, with his characteristic quairt- 
ness, sayS that the poor would get no other 
invitation, the maimed-would not be. likely 
to marry, the blind could not see farms, and 
the lame would not go to prove oxen. All 
these (v. 21) are Jews, doubtless referring 
to. the outcasts who were despised. by the 
Pharisees, The servant does this and: re- 
turns, saying that there was stillroom, Then 
the Master gives another command, and. this 
time the servant is to go out farther still out- 
side the town and constrain the people to 
come in, in order that the house. may he 
filled. . This distinction between the inside 
and the outside of the eity seems. to be -in- 
tended for the distinction between Jews and 
Gentiles, and we may illustrate the former 
from Acts 1 to 12, and the latter from Acts 
13 to 28. God will not allow his prepara- 
tions to be entirely lost, and there is still 
room, This third invitation to the Gentiles 
is seen in Romans 11:25. What are we to 
say about the word ‘‘ constrain ’’?? Of course 
it refers to moral suasion. Men are not 
compelled, but impelled. God does not 
work against our freedom, but in order to 
encourage it. These poer outcasts would 
have entered, but dared not, and the con- 
straint was intended to overcome the humility 
of their despair. How solemn is the word 
with which the parable closes(v. 24), ‘*‘ None 
of those men that were bidden shall taste.’’ 
Christ had already been rejected at Nazareth 
(chap. 4), in Jerusalem (John 8); in Judea 
and Samaria (9 : 53); in Galilee (10: 13), and 
even in part of Perzea (8:37). It was there- 
fore essential to tell the Jews plainly what 
would happen. 


Saturday.—Read the entire passage and 
note its three main sections in the light of 
the Golden Text (v. 11). (1) The first re- 
quirement is humility (vs. 7-11). This does 
not mean simple politeness, but humility as 
the genuine condition of entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Humility always im- 
plies the absence of anything connected with 
self; self-esteem, self-interest or merit (see 
10:15; Jas. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6). Caroline 
Fry, in her fine little beek, ‘* Christ Our 
Example,’’ defines humility as ‘* uncon- 
scious self-forgetfulness.’’’? (2) The second 
requirement is disinterestedness (vs. 12-14). 
Some very good advice was once given to a 
theological class / ‘* Be sure to make some 
of your friends among the poor.’’ There are 
not a few who have been well described as 
the ‘‘socially hungry.’’ (3) The third re- 
quirement is earnestness (vs. 15-24). Here 
comes the important distinction between ex- 
cuses and reasons. The people had the 
former, but not the latter. It would be well 
for us to think over seriously and_ definitely 
the question of our relation to God. Are 
there. any-real reasons for negleeting or re- 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 5 (Luke 14 : 7-24) 


eats his invitation? Net a single one. 
can find plenty of excuses, but they are 
all flimsy, and impossible. There is 
not a single reason to be adduced. 
Sunday.—It will be worth while to look 
carefully at the Four Suppers mentioned in 
the New Testament. In eo | lesson 
we have the first, the Supper of Redemption, 
which tells of the great provision made by 
God and the interest and pleasure of eating. 
The second is the Supper of Communion (1 
Cor. 11: 20), in which.all who are redeemed 
are invited to take part. The third is the 
Supper of Joy (Rev, 19:9), to which all 
Christians are intended to look forward as 
part of ‘*that blessed hope.”” The fourth is 
the Supper of Judgment (Rev. 19:17). This 
will be the portion of those who have made 
excuses and will not accept the Gospel of the 


Questions for Further Study 


1. The parable-of the Great Supper calls 
for special attentien, and can be studied in 
several well-known books. 
Trench,. ‘* Notes on the Parables of Our 
Lord’? (Revell, $1); Dr. W. M. Taylor, 
‘¢ The Parables of Our Saviour’’ (Doran, 60 
cents); Mareus Dods, ‘The Parables of 
Our »? (Doran, 60 cents); Miss A. R. 
Habershon, ‘*A Study of the Parables’’ 
(C. C. Cook, $1.50). There is also a fine 
exposition in ‘‘ Studies in Luke’s Gospel,’’ 
by Dr. Charles S. Robinson (American Tract 
Society, 25 cents). ‘ 

2. The question of excuses is also one for 
special attention, These three are typical of 
many more offered in the present day. In 
addition to Robinson, who discusses this 
poet. impurtant material can be found in 

aclaren's ** Expositions of Holy Scripture’’ 
(Doran, sold only by subscription, 32 vols.,) 
and in Dr. R. A. Torrey’s ‘‘ Revival Ad- 
dresses ’’ (Revell, cloth, $1, paper 50 cents). 

3. The word ‘‘constrain,’’ in verse 23, is 
a beautifel hint for Christian workers, sug- 
gesting the necessity of earnest persuasion, 
loving persistence; and, if we may so term 
it, ‘* holy ingenuity,’’ A fine illustration of 
this is found in a new book, ‘‘ The Church 
in: Action,’’ by the Rev. J. E.: Watts-Ditch- 
field par England: Robert Scott, 
2s. 6d.). 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April 5, 19174 


Twelve Great Verses. 4. The Power 
Verse (Phil. 4:13). Consecration 
meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoN.— Power to preach (Luke 4 : 14-19). 

TUES.— Power to heal (Mark 16 : 14-20). 

WED.—Inner power (Eph. 3 : 15-21). 

THURS.—God’s power in us (Eph, 1: 
15-29). 

FRI.— Power perfected (2 Cor. 12 : 6-10). 

SaT.—The source of strength (Isa. 40: 
27-31). 











How may we be endowed with spiritual 
power ? 

Prayer as one way to power, 

Obedience and faith conditions of power. 


HE great need of men is for power. 
They do need, of course, better ideals 
and a fuller knowledge of truth, but 

there is not a man who does not already 
have a larger vision of duty than he is living 
by. Our trouble is that we cannot even do 
what we now know we ought to do. The 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews asks his 
friends to pray for him, not that he may see 
the truth and desire to do it, but just be- 
cause he already knows it and does desire to 
do it. His need is for strength and power. 
All of us can say, ‘‘I know I ought.’’ But 
who of us can say, ‘*I can’ ? 


% 

Paul could, ‘*I can do all things in him 
that strengtheneth me.’’ This was his plain 
and unflinching word. One of our new col- 
lege presidents said recently that language 
like this, of man’s need of Christ and Christ’s 
power to help man, had no meaning to young 
men to-day. To many perhaps it is mean- 
ingless. But to many others it is as real as 


Richard C,° 


} honor. 
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it was to Paul. They do with Christ’s help 
what they could not do without it. They 
come ‘to tasks which are too great for them. 
They SF in, their own strength to do them 
and fail. ‘They turn to Christ, the same 
Christ to whom Paul turned, and ask for his 
help, and they essay these same tasks. and 
do them, Young men nowadays are taught 
that whatever is in the effect must have been 
in some cause, that results do not lawlessly 
happen, and when they see godlike things 
done, which neither they nor other men 
could do, no matter how they tried in 


their own strength to do them, they con- | 


clude that godlike power lay behind them, 
6 


Christ enables men to see as siniul what 
men who ignore Christ are ready to do or to 
condone. He has power to reveal the 
moral character of life in the light of God, 
And what is an equal or greater need, he 
has power to persuade men that God will 
forgive them their sins, and he has power to 
enable them to quit sin and triumph over it. 
No habit is so strong that a man cannot sa 
to it, “* In the strength of Christ I will brea 

u.’? Thousands of men the world round 
can testify to the reality of this power. They 
can bear testimony also to the adequacy of 
this power in every hour and strain of temp- 
tation. Standing in Christ they have laughed 
at the allurement of evil. ‘In the strength 
of Christ,’’ they have replied; ‘* I defy you.’”’ 

5 4 


Christ enables men to do exploits, to 
achieve ends which had been impossible ‘to 
them and to all men. Paul was thus en- 
abled to do a work which was a miracle 
across the Roman world, That world had 
its moral reformers, its ethical teachers, its 
philosophers, who realized its tragic need, 
and who sought to help it. What did they 
accomplish? But Paul came with his faith 
in Christ and with Christ working in his life, 
and the tides of death were stayed, a new 
power of purity and love flowed through the 
world like a flood. If any one knew what 
its real origin was Paulknew. And he knew 
that it was. not his religious genius or his or- 
ganizing skill, but the power of Christ,— 
Christ the wisdom of God and the power of 
God. 

b 4 


God never assigns an impossible . duty, 
** All God’s biddings are enablings.’’ 

Mary’s counsel is the.safe word for all of 
Christ’s servants : ‘‘ Whatever he saith unto 
you, do it.”’ 

Peter did not venture upon the water until 
he had first said, ‘** Lord, bid me to come.’’ 
Then he knew that he could, 

Those who run before the Lord are likely 
to fall, but never those who follow after. 

With men, qualifications and ability come 
first. With God, obedience. To the men 
who will, God gives the. strength to do, 





For ‘Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











HE other evening I had the pleasure of 
attending a dinner given by about one 
hundred and fifty men of a large city 

church to their pastor, who soon is to leave 
them for a trip of several months. ‘he oc- 
casion was unique in that it had no other 
objective than that of showing their love and 
loyalty to him, All was simple, natural, 
wholesome, and impressive, and yet through- 
out the dinner it was very evident, without 
announcement or emphasis, that he was the 
one individual whom we all delighted to 
Every glance toward him was sym- 
pathetic and devoted. A pleasing surprise 
occurred in the distribution of his photo- 
graph (much to his own chagrin and embar- 
rassment), but whatever occurred his person- 
ality (clearly unconscious to him) dominated 
the evening. When he arose to speak, 
every eye, ear, and heart wes fixed and in- 
tent upon him. Ilis words were, oh, so 
genuine and natural, his humor so sparkling 
and spontaneous, his faith and joy so tran- 
sparent! The uplift.of itabides. Why may 
we not have our firesides and home-tables 
dominated in this way by the Master’s per- 
sonality and presence? How wonderful 
would be the transformation and how rare 
the delight. -No human personality, no 
matter how strong and lovable, can compare 
with that of,our’ Lord, and he is always re- 
sponsive to our invitation and welcome. 


( Continued on next page) 
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Subscription Lists Will be Closed 
at the End of May 


END OF THE SALE, DIRECT TO THE PUBLIC, OF THE 


New Encyclopacdia Britannica 


NOW—!5.72E ci"2—NOW 


OU must have a general idea of the characteristics of the new Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, for it has been so much used and quoted and talked 
about that it is definitely classed as one of the greatest achievements of 

our day, But what you probably do not know is that it is a ‘different’ kind 
of utility book from any that has ever been published ; different in get-up, 
different in contents, different in style, different in method of construction, 
different and better suited to your needs in the fact that it was duéi/t for service 
—for your service. 








THE FAMOUS INDIA PAPER EDITION 
Each volume (1,000 pages) but 1 inch thick. 
Bound in Full Flexible Sheepskin 


<E/R00 ROD Weeitn, 400en aan 28,150 pages of text, written 
Far; dealing with’ every under the sun,” with 2008" f 
plates, text illustrations and maps 


SEND FOR THE. PROSPECTUS TO-DAY. 


You will then be in a position to settle the matter once for all. Any. argu- 
ment in: favor. of:waiting until to-morrow is also. an. argument in favor. of: wait 
ing until the: price has: been increased in-America, as it'was in England. in, 
December last, and that is surely the wrong course to take. 


To the Man—or Woman—Who May Say, 


“ I do not need the new Encyclopaedia Britarnica” : 


What willbe your loss. if you should thus altogether refrain from purchasing it ? 


First, the Loss of Avaiiabie Knowledge 

it is impossible by the use of any number of other books, or by any other method of acquiring 
information, to gain the hnowledge—on anyone of a thousand subjects—of which the need arises 

rom day to day. ; 
er ~~ the Loss of Available Sacto til 
casion may suggest: your readeng an article or answering a guéstion dealing with science 

sport, art, industry, tics, finance, biography, history, exploration, naval or ite, y operati 4 j 
or any other branch of human activity ; and in every case a writer of the highest authority tells you 
a delightfully clear story. 
Third, the Loss of Available Efficiency 

Whatever sou are doing—wihether it is werk or the pursuit of pleasur 
more satisfactorily and mere confidéntly if have the assistance that ¢ 
Britannica is already giving to more than ifty-eight thousand other people. 


You will be sure of. making these gains, and of avoiding these losses, by 
signing and mailing now the inquiry form found below. . 


THE PRICE ficais Britansica A FEW WEEKS HENCE. 


—$29 to $50 more than at present—will not be an extravagant price for the 
book ; dut it would be an extravagance for you to pay it needlessly, after 
neglecting this opportunity to pay less. 


58,000 SETS HAVE ALREADY BEEN SOLD 


It is ‘‘the most successful book of our time,’’ and has been bought by all classes. The 
new Encyclopeedia Britannica is being sold, not merely to ** bookish’"’ people, nor to men 
who have already achieved success or fame, but principally to people who have their way © 
to make in the world, and who cannot afford to do without it, eventhough their incomes: 
are small, because they recognize in it an aid to advancement. ‘ 

Whether you are a business man, a farmer, a miner, or a professional man; whether 
you are a manager or a worker in a factory, store, office or bank, you will certainly be 
interested in finding out what this work can do for you. 
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ot: will do it better, 
new Encyclopaedia 





for the Prospectus 


Manager, ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA, 120 West 32d Street, New York 


Send me by mail the Prospectus of the x1th Edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica with particul 
Tindings, deferred payments, bookcases, etc. : meat eee 


$.S.T.—2 
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Next Week’s 
Easter Number 


q The ‘‘cover numbers” of The Sunday School Times furnish an 
opportunity to carry their special message to the.Sunday-school world in 
an unusual way. The cover picture and the contents,of this.Easter 
number will unite in suggesting the gladness and victory the resurrection 
day has for those who are His. 


q ‘Living the Resurrection Life To-day” was the real message of 
the great Keswick Convention in England last July. One of the addresses 
that lifted before those at that Convention Christ the great viccory-bringer, 
will be published i in the Easter number. 


q ‘Day Dreams among the Roses of deieia*' is an article by the 
‘‘Modern Dreamer,” an Amecican traveler who knows the Orient and 
whose visions have so illumimated many Scripture passages for readers of 
the Times. This Easter-time vis.vn is surprising i in its intensely practical 
twentieth-century application. ign ate iB 

q Frequent letters from readers of the Times’ tiles ‘the questions, 
what can we know about our Lord's resurrection body ; and how can we 
know whether Christians, upon death, are in a state. of unconsciousness, 
or go at once into God’s presence ?, The Editor, plans to Mipouse these 
_questions in the department cf Notes:on Open Letters. .. ~-. ~ 


gq Our Lord’s personal return, in which is centered our great Easter 
Hope, will be the theme of a message from the Editor in the leading edi- 
torial. And reviews of several valuable books on. the, subjects of Christ's 
coming will have a place in this Easter number, 


q There will be a ‘“‘Home Reading” story for adults, ‘It is'about a 
real girl who went ‘‘intoall the world" it is missionary ; it has the Easter 
spirit, and it is an entertaining story, by Belle’ Case a Ne: wha wrote 
Stub” atid “ The Minister’s Wife Who Weuldn’ t.” 


' @] The pageful of the “ Best Sunday-Sbhool Mettisas” chat’ will &ppéar 
in the Easter number—representing the important department of methods 
of working which has a place in nearly every issue of: The Sunday School 
Times—will have the added interest of a picture of the famous: ‘‘ Easter 
Cross” of the Marion Lawrance Sunday-school, and a poem about it by 
Ernest Bourner Allen, the minister of that church.., 
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A Scripture Wall-Text 
As An Easter Remembrance 


‘*]T can heartily commend the idea which you are > developing 
of supplying Scripture wall texts, which can be used in 
rooms or dressing rooms, to catch the eye upon awaking, and 
to fill the mind in the opening moments of the day.” 

—Robert E. Speer. 


‘*In my mother’s room always hung, ‘In thy presence is full- 
ness of icy: ’ It never caught my eye without an uplift. Your 
plan will do good, and I ani glad you aré'to follow it.*’ 

—/John Timothy Stone, D.D. 


The texts we have selected are six in number, printed on fine white 
cardboard in several colors, size 5x83 inches. ».Each card .bears a beauti- 





ful flower design in its natural colors and has a dainty silk Rangys: The 
text are as follows : 
| I will do better unto you than at vour ee (Beek 36: BRT I the Lord 


have spoken it, and I will do it (Ezek. 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, My help cometh from the Lord (Psa. 
‘ 19m:2,2 


* 


Ask, and ye shall receive (John 16 : 24). God shall-supply all yeur need (Phil. 


. 4319). 
Call to remembrance the former days (Heb. 10 : 32)->*“Hitlterte hath ‘the Lord 
. helped us (1 Sam. 7:12). Forget not all his benefits (Psa. 103 : 2). . 


Certainly I will be _ thee (Exod. 3:12). I am with you all the days(Matt. 
. V. M). 


28 : 20, R 


num ew 


Go forward (Exod. 14:15). In the strength of the Lord (Psa. 71 : 16).. Then 


. thou shalt have good success (Josh. 1 : 8) 

Please order by number as.given here. 
Price, 10 cents each, or $1.00 per dozen, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


103t WALNUT STREET, - - - - "+ + | PHILADEtPHIa, Pa. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


( Continued from preceding page) 


The week before Easter, from April 5 to 
April 12, has been recommended as a 
week of prayer for the Moslem world. On 

page 182 of this issue are printed prayers 
Suggested for daily use by both adults and 
children during that week. If we will take 
this age work before God in prayer at our 
family altars both during this week and next, 
marvelous things may be wrought for the 
worshipers of the false prophet. 





March 30 to April § 
Mon.—Luke 14: 1-11. Christ’s Table Talk, 

Our Master never overlooked an opportu- 
nity to fix a truth through the influence of a 
surrounding circumstance. Not only did he 
rebuke those proud and selfish guests, but 
fixed a lesson in the minds of all. present, 
His own self-effacement and humility empha- 
sized the words he uttered. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We may well read 
occasionally the printed prayers of devout 
leaders. The great F wcny-e v0 of the 
Church of Christ and many other books of 
prayer are now published, From them we 
may learn new expressions, and gain greater 
power in public and home worship. Pray 
that thousands of members of the Amerigan 
‘Sunday-schools may faithfully remember the 
Moslem children during the week of prayer 
for the Moslem ere Aer 5-12. 
Tues.—Luke 14: 
Christ’s Table” Talk (continued). 
nee utter fearlessness of Christ astonishes 
He never seemed to take heed of the 
poten i his words would arouse in those 
whom he reproved by them. His moments 
spent at the table were valuable to inspire 
deeper thought in those about him, and he 
never failed to make his hearers think. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A particular line 
of thought which has been evident in the 
morning Scripture lesson may well be the 
subject of our petition, For instance, to-day 
pray for humility, charity, and a missionary 
spirit. Pray that the Sunday-schools and 
the churches may be guickened with a new 
interest in the Moslem world, 


Wed.—1 Pet. 5: 1-11. Humility Commended, 

In the study of human ‘characteristics we 
place true humility in ‘the very front rank, 
Great souls do not seem to know they are 
great, and little souls seem to think they 
possess greatness. The humble man is also 
free from anxiety, for he is not ever eager to 
be recognized and honored. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that we may 
become so interested in Christ’s work among 
men that we may lose our own sense of iden- 
tity in him. Ask that he may live in us; 
that we may appraise each value according 
to his standard ; that we may ask ourselves 
the question, ‘‘What would Christ do?’? be- 
fore we act. Give thanks for the great 
things God is doing in Mohammedan lands 
and for awakening the Sunday-schools of 
the world to new interest in the children of 
those lands. 


Thurs.—Prov. 25: 6-11. Meekness Extolled. 

We do not read and apply the proverbs of 
Solomon enough. ‘They are weighty in ad- 
vice and sound in judgment. Many a man 
has fallen into disregard and shame because 
the truth of this passage in Proverbs has 
been unseen. In his eagerness to be used, 
ambition and zeal have misplaced meekness 
and patience. Our Saviour called atten- 
tion to meekness, ‘‘ They shall inherit the 
earth,’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhese spring days 
have many lessons all about us for the child. 
The bursting bud, the springing plant, the 
singing bird, the lengthening day, the re- 
Jreshing shower, the opening flower. Use 
these lessons to stimulate thought in prayer. 
Pray that our lives may bud and open, our 
voices rejoice, our days be filled with sunshine 
and cheer. Pray for the 80,000,000 boys 
and girls under the dark shadow of Islam ; 
pray that the 40,000,000 not yet touched by 
any missionary may soon hear of Christ. 


Fri.—Jas, 4: 1-12, Arrogance Denounced. 
There can be no doubt that the self-seek- 
ing, self-pleasing, self-indulgent life is the 
unhappy life,and degenerates into the wicked, 
wretched life. Flee arrogance and pride as 
you would a fatal contagious disease. Do 
not let worldly companions keep you from 
Christian friendships. Cultivate the virtues 








and graces of the humble and pure, and your 
life will grow. strong and beautiful. 


| plan. 





MARCH 21, 1914 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Write down the 
ordinary, constant, minor sins of every day, 
and go over them till you have Samiharized 
th: list. -Then enumerate them in prayer as 
vou ask God to deliver from them, Pride, 
selfishness, Jealousy, envy, anger, judgment, 
Sosstp, exaggeration, tardiness, disobedience, 
impurity, unhappiness, Give thanks for 
the great opening that has come for preach- 
ing the gospel in Albania, and pray that 
Christ?’s Church may enter in. 


Sat.—Prov. 9: 1-6. Wisdom’s Feast. 

Wisiom is not mere knowledge. One 
may be wise who has never had the full ad- 
vantage of learning, and frequently one is 
extremely foolish w 10 has had all the advan- 
tages of education, Wisdom invites the 
attention and companionship of all men. 
The most simple may become the wisest of 
men by heeding wisdom’s voice and entering 
wisdom’s house. ‘‘ The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.”’ 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the sail- 
ors on the sea, As Lwrite this morning on 
the train there are a dosen or more sailor- 
boys going to their ship. They are very 
young. They are scarcely more than mere 
boys, but many already show signs of disst- 
pation, Pray for the tens of thousands of 
sailor-boys all over the world. Pray for the 
men of Mohammedan lands that they may 
learn purity of life. from Christ. 


Sun.—Psa. 37: 1-15. Security of the Trustful. 

What a wonderful Psalm this thirty-seventh 
is! The Revised Version has several new 
thoughts in it, The third verse reads, ‘‘ Feed 
on his faithfulness.’? “Have you fully valued 
the ‘faithfulness’? of God? ‘* Fret not 
thyself, it tendeth only to evil-doing.””: There 
is confidence, strength, reSefve, poise, and 
happiness in ‘trusting God. A safe motto is, 
** ‘Trust and obey.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask God to prompt 
the inclination to weigh our acts before we 
perform them; to think before we act; to 
pause before we speak; to. pray before we 
Ask that we may “acknowledge Him 
in all our ways that he may direct our 
paths,”’ Ask for tact and common-sense in 
times of trial and test. Pray jor thenew 
missionary-secretaries that are tobe sent out 
by the Worla’s Sunday School Association to 
Cairo and Constantinople—strategic places 
in the Moslem world., | 





Not a Miracle 
Just Plain Cause and Effect 


There are some. quite remarkable 
things happening every day, which seem 
almost miraculous. 

Some parecos would not believe that a 
man could suffer from coffee drinking so 
severely as to cause spells of unconscious- 
ness. And to find relief in changing 
from coffee to Postum is well worth re- 
cording. 

**I used to be a great coffee drinker, 
so much so that it was killing me by 
inches. My heart became so weak I 
would fall and lie unconscious for an hour 
at a time. 

‘*My friends, and even the doctor, 
told me it was drinking coffee that caused 
the trouble. -I would not believe it, 
and still drank coffee until I could not 
leave my room. 

‘*Then my doctor, who drinks Postum 
himself, persuaded me to stop coffee and 
try Postum. After much hesitation I 
concluded to try it, .That was_eight 
mouths ago. Since then I have had but 
few of those spells, none for more than 
four months. 

‘*T feel better, sleep better and am bet- 
ter every way. I now dtink nothing but 
Postum and touch no coffee, and as I am 
seventy years of ageall my friends think 
the improvement quite remarkable.” 

Name given by Postum Co,, Battle 
Creek, Mich. Write for a copy of the 
famous little book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville.” 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. 30c and soc tins. 

The cost per cup of both.kinds is 
about the same. 

**There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 




















LESSON FOR APRIL § (Luke 14 : 7-24) 


HER POCKETBOOK 
The New Tariff Has Not Lowered the 
Cost of Food for the 
Average 

Very few people outside of the gullible 
ones place much faith in the promises of 
politicians when it comes to lowering the 
cost of living. ‘The housewife who im- 
agined that the new Tariff would lessen 
the demands upon her ketbook for 
the maintenance of the home is grad- 
ually being relieved of that delusion. 

It must remembered that the new 
Tariff is a protective Tariff. While there 
will be a downward tendency in some 
food articles, that tendency will not be 
strong enough to lessen materially the 
cost of living. Neither is it true that 
our extravagant habits are responsible 
for the high cost of living. Indulgence 
in the costly luxuries of life is largely 
confined to the rich who can afford it, 
although every community has startling 
exceptions to this rule. 

The high cost of foods has its cause in 
conditions that cannot be remedied by 
any Tariff or any other kind of legisla- 
tion: The supply of foodstuffs no longer 

uals the demand in this country. 
There are approximately nine hundred 
and thirty-five million acres of arable 
land in the Union, and yet only about 
four hundred million acres of this land 
is included in farms and improved. 


Under such conditions the study of |: 


the nutritive value of foods becomes a 
more important factor in our household 
management. If you take a shredded 
wheat biscuit, you will find that it con- 
tains more real, body-building nutriment 
than the same weight of meat or eggs, 
is much more easily digested, and costs 
about one-tenth as much as the high 

roteid foods. A package of twelve 

iscuits costs about twelve cents, and it 
has been shown that two of these bis- 
cuits, eaten with hot milk and a little 


‘cream, makes a perfect, complete meal 


upon which a man or a ‘woman can'do a 
half-day’s work without fatigue or with- 


“ out feeling the need of more nutriment. 


If we add to these biscuits a little fruit, 
such as sliced bananas, stewed prunes 
or canned fruits of any kind, we havea 
meal that is not only full of digestible, 
body-building nutriment, but contains 
enough laxative principles to keep the 
bowels healthy and active, and the total 


_cost of such a meal should not be over 


four or five cents. 

If the present upward tendency of 
food prices should bring about a wider 
study of the subject of nutrition, -it will 
not be without its benefits to the people 
of this country. In many.a home of 
moderate means the breakfast costs 
three or four times what it ought tocost, 
and it does not compare in food value or 
wholesome healthfulness to a couple of 
shredded wheat biscuits eaten with hot 
milk or with sliced hananas and cream. 
A breakfast of this kind puts a man or 
woman in fine condition to start the 
day’s work. It supplies all the strength 
and vigor the body needs without over- 
taxing the digestion as does meat and 
the other high proteid foods. 


BECOME 
A NURSE 


E have trained 












homes to earn $10 to 
ind a week as nurses. 
ur graduates number 
7,000—a record une- 
qualled by any institu- 
tion. Send for ‘‘ How 
1 Became a Nurse’’ 
—248 pages withactuaj 
experiences. 48 i//us- 

trated lesson pages free to inguirers. 
THE CHAUTAUQUA SCHOOL OF NURSING 
286 Main St. '- Year. Jamestown, N.Y. 





is man’s first food. © other is so easily contami- 
nated; Purity is its first essential. For infant feed- 
ing, Purity is absolutely necessary. Gail Borden 
Eagle Brand Condensed Milk is the world’s best 
infant tood, unapproached by any other substitute for 
mother’s milk. , 


. 





Efficiency engineering in the Sunday-school is 
just as needful as in a big manufacturing plant. 
“ MORE needful,” you say? Then send for 
a catalog of books that will show you -how. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut ‘Street,- - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A Man’s Questions 
Discussed by Robert E. Speer 





Question.—Will you kindly s t to me 
some leaflets or small foe eu m be 


used in interesting the following classes in the 


salvation of their own souls and consecration of 
their lives ? 

1. Business men of good moral character, 
attendants at church, and with a real respect 
for it, but who have never made the subject of 
salvation a personal matter. 

2. Men who were once church-members, but 
have stayed away and become indifferent. 

3. Boys of seventeen, members of the church, 


who from lack of parental control and too much | 


money are entering on the prodigal’s life. 


HAVE referred this inquiry to Mr. James 
Suydam of St. Paul, a careful student 
and publisher of good tracts and book- 

lets, and he has suggested, as ibly cover- 
ing the first point of your saan. 

‘The Last Three Pages of an Officer’s 

Diary’ (No. 337). 

‘* A Banker’s Experience ’’ (179). 

** According to Thomas ’’ (147). 

** What He Needed ”’ (343). 

** Safety, Certainty, and njoyment ”? (142). 

‘* A Lawyer’s Experience ’’ (304). 


The following, he thinks, would doubtless 
cover the second point : 

** A Wonderful Visitor ’’ (195). 

** The Law of the Utmost” (300)... * 

‘* How to Be a Prosperous Christian ”’ 
(162). 

‘* A Single Seul ”’ (174). 

** Cripple ‘Toth ’’ (139). 


Your third point, he suggests, would be 
met by these : 

** A Boy’s Questions’? (14). 

** A Boy at Fifteen.” 

** Red and White.” 

**On Decision ” (331). 

** Will and the Post’’ (187), 


All of these can be secured at very low 
rates from the Asher Publishing Company, 
429 Holly Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 





stion.—1 was reading recently a chapter 
entitled ‘‘ Fruth,’’ which deals with the princi- 
ples of truth, but not with its definition. 1 
would greatly appreciate vour help in the latter 
line in the matter of every-day business affairs. 
(My business is that of a real estate broker.) 

1. Is it right to tell only part of the truth? 
A broker is often the confidant of a principal, 
and yet is called upon to state that principal's 
— on a given matter to the other prin- 
cipal. 

2. Is it right to tell part of the truth in such 
a way as deliberately to. give the second prin- 
cipal an incorrect impression of the attitude of 
the first principal? 

Possibly a definite incident will serve to illus- 
trate what I want to know. A property owner 
wishes to rent a certain building. He gives me 
his terms,’ which include the provision that the 
alterations are to be made by the tenant. I 
have a tenant who is willing to take the build- 
ing, but he tells me that while he will agree to 
the rent named, he does not want to make the 
alterations unless he has to. I go back to the 
owner, simply advising him, without qualifica- 
tion, that the tenant will not agee to make the 
alterations. He thereupon concedes part of the 
alterations, and the prospective tenant is well- 
pleased, and simply gives me the same me e. 
‘The owner finally concedes all the prospective 
tenant’s demands, and the lease is signed. 

I trust you see the difficulty. How can a 
man make a good bargain for himself or for 
another man without giving at least the impres- 
sion of what is seo ty 


OU would do well to read H. Clay 
Trumbull’s *‘ A Lie Never Justifiable ”’ 

(The Sunday School Times Co., 75 
cents), There is a chapter on ‘ Defini- 
tions,’’ in which Dr, Trumbullsays: ‘ A lie, 
in its stricter sense, is the affirming, by word 
or by action, of that which is not true, with a 
purpose of deceiving; or the denying, by 
word or by action, of that which is true, with 
a purpose of deceiving. But the suppressing 
or concealing of essential facts, from one 
who is entitled to know them, with a pur- 
pose of deceivjng, may practically amount to 
a lie.’’ The purpose of deception enters 
into the character of a lie. As Dr. Trum- 
bull says,—and his book is full of practical 
illustrations, —‘‘ concealment may be, or may 
not be, of the nature of deception. ‘Con- 
cealment is not -right when disclosure is a 
duty. Concealment of that which may prop- 
étly be toncealed is not in itself wrong. 
Efforts at concealment must, in order to be 
right, be kept within the limits of strict truth- 





fulness of statement, Concealment for the 
a9 of deception is in the realm of the 
ie.’? 


What does each one of your clients have a 
right to know from you? Does each one of 
them employ you as his agent, or do th 
recognize you as a third party, free to wor 
for your own interest, too, or to do what you 
think is equitable between your clients? 
Your duty would s¢em to turn on your rela- 
tionships and obligations to them. If either 
one employs you to do the best you can for 
him alone, whhoat falsehood or dishonesty, 
how can their interests do otherwise than 
conflict in you? If however, you are em- 
ployed by both to try to bring about such an 
adjustment as you think best and fair, it is a 
different matter. .In any case, deception is 
never right, 
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THE BEST WAY 


is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and 

The quality of our Service is the 
finest on the market. 

Quality—not price—should determine 
your choice. 

Write for Illustrated Price List 





Grandpa’s April Fool 
By Emma Florence Bush 


66 H! no one can fool me,’’ declared 
Roy, pouring the cream over his 


oatmeal, ‘It’s one, two—no, three | 
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years since any one fooled me; and I was 
only a little fellow then.”’ 

Grandfather’s eyes twinkled behind his 
glasses. 

-** Se no one can fool you,’’-he said slowly. 
‘* Well, we’ll see. Iam_-going to invite you 
and Doris to drive to town with me this 
morning when the farm work is finished, and 
perhaps we’ll. succeed in fooling you there,’’ 

e No danger,’’ replied Roy, ‘I never 
forget. what day itis. That’s why I’m not 
fooled, you see,’”” 

‘* Well;”’ laughed grandmother, ‘‘I think 
I think I will go along, too, and’ see the fun. 
Grandfather won’t rest now until he has 
fooled you, Roy, sq-beware.’’ , 

‘‘] wish. grandfather could: fool him,’’ 
sighed Doris. ' ‘* Roy’s so terribly superior 
over riot’ béing' fooled. 1 always orget and 
get caught every, time.”’ ’ 

*¢You may all try,’’ said Roy confidently, 
‘but you'll see Iwill. he too smart for you.’’ 

Grandmother and Doris washed the dishes, 
and put the housé in order, while'grandfather 
and Roy were busy in the barn. 

Then grandfather harnessed Jupiter, the 
old gray farm horse, and with grandmother, 
Doris, and Roy started for the city. 

‘‘Now,’’ said grandfather, as he gathered 
up the reins, ‘‘Jet us all keep our eyes 
open, Mother, you count all the red calves 
you see, Doris, you count the red colts, and 
Roy the white colts, I will give a big box of 
candy to the one who sees the most.’’ 

‘“*Do you mean. honest candy?” asked 
Roy, suspiciously. : 

‘¢T mean honest candy, not the April Fool 
kind,’’ langhed grandfather. ‘Do you 
want to try the game, Roy?”’ 

**Ves, sir-ee!’’ answered Roy, ‘and I’ll 
beat the others, too; see if I don’t,’’ 

It was a beautiful spring day, blue sky with 
fleecy, white clouds floating here and there, 
and the grass showing green. and tender. 

Pretty soon Doris cried ‘out, ‘‘ Oh, I see a 
dear little baby colt, and yes—it is—it is red. 
That is one for me.’’ 

** And there is a red. calf, too,’’ exclaimed 
grandmother. ‘' That is one for me.’’ 

** Two-three-four,’’ cried Doris again, as 
they passed anothers Jarge stock farm, 

‘¢ Two-three,”? ¢ounted grandmother a lit- 
tie later, and grandfather put the numbers 
down as they called them. 

At last they came within sight of-the city, 
and grandfather looked at his record, 

Doris had found six red colts, and grand- 
mother five red calves, but Roy hadn’t seen 
a single white colt. He had seen plenty of 
colts, but none of them were white. 

Then grandfather laughed and cried, 
** April Fool, April Fool !”’ 

‘* How, where, why !”’ asked Roy, half in- 
clined to be angry. 

Grandmother smiléd and said, ‘‘ Grand- 
father fooled you, dear. ‘lhere isn’t such a 
thing as'a white colt; Even when they are 
going to be white horses, they.are not white 
until they have shed'their first coat’of hair.’’ 

“Yes; I fooled: you,’’ said grandfather, 
laughing again, ‘‘‘ although it was hardly fair 
to take advantage of: what you didn’t know. 
But after tiiis remember that’ no one knows 
everything, no matter: how wise he may be.’’ 
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- Watching for the Lord’s Return 


(Continued from page 182) 


hundred have gone out as missionaries to 
thirty-eight foreign countries. The In- 
stitute has proved, under God, to be one of 
the great strategic factors in holding people 
true in their study of God’s Word amid all 
the looseness and disintegrating tendencies 
of this age, It is pla a leading part in 
the evangelization of this world, in both 
home and foreign fields. 

The students of the Moody Bible Institute 
do not merely sit in class-rooms and study ; 
in a recent year three gospel wagons and one 
gospel tent were kept in constant service 
during the summer, the students reaching 
thousands of people of all classes in Chicago ; 
during the year they conducted over fifteen 
hundred missions and over eleven hundred 
factory and children’s meetings, teaching 
more than nine thousand Sunday-school 
and Bible classes, and making some thirteen 
thousand visits to lodging-houses, hospitals, 
and homes, More than four thousand per- 
sons professed conversion as the result of 
this work during that one year. As one 
enters the hallway of one of the Institute 
buildings, he finds on the walla ** Roll Call’’ 
that is fullof inspiration ; a list of the names 
of *‘ Former Students of The Moody Bible 
Institute Now in Foreign Mission Fields.’’ 
And in this Honor Roll are the names also 
of those who have been martyred for the 
Lord’s sake. 

One of the livest periods of the conference 
was the symposium on the topic, ‘‘ The Doc- 
trine of the Lord’s Coming as a Working 
Force in the Church and Community,’’ when 
a group of pastors from the Rocky Mountain 
Bible Conference at Denver, Colorado, gave 
their testimonies, They seemed to be whole- 
some, red-blooded, energetic, sane sort of 
folk, brimming over with good spirits, revel- 
ing in the opportunity of an active-and prac- 
tical ministry, blessed with a good sense of 
humor, and showing a recognition and use 


of the things that make for efficiency now ia | | 
this present life. Perhaps if the average 


church-goer had been told that he wes to 
hear the report of a group of ‘* Premillen- 
nialists ’’ his mind’s -ege Would have pictur 

a very different from. these men. For 
the word ** premillennial”’ has come to be 


associated with all sorts of vagaries and wt Unless they ote provided, the next. jae -titid : the : years to follow ‘ini likely i yong 
. . turned away. many. applicants who come °to the’ Institute to equip themselves for Christian 
service,—as evangelists, missionaries and: Christian workers of every kind (home and foreign). 

Shall we turn them away, oF will YOU put one 

hundred dollars of the money God has given YOU 

into the soundest and surest investment open to YOU ? 


What The Moody Bible Institute stands for 
What The Moody Bible Institute is 
What The Moody Bible Institute does 


Firat—ijt holds, with aggressive tenacity and conviction, to the Bible as the inspired Word of:God throughout. 
—It aims to equip its students, under the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, with the wisdom, 
the knowledge, the desire,-the courage, the ambition, the faith, and the ability to carry out the 
injunction, to go into all the world and preach the Gospel and to teach the Scriptures. 

Third—It makes no charge for instruction (special vocal and instrumental music excepted), the cost of which 
to the institute averages $150 per year for each student. 

Fourth—During the quarter century since The Moody Bible Institute was founded, 12,147 students have been 
enrolled (men and women), of whom about 700 have gone to 38 foreign countries. 

Fifth—It conducts a Correspondence Bible Study Department (with a present enrolment of 1,056), by 
means Of which systematic study, including both Doctrine and Methods of Christian work, in accord- 
ance with D, L, Moody’s high standards, is successfully followed, at nominal cost to the student. 

Sixth—It conducts an Extension Separtment which sends evangelists and Bible teachers to carry on 
Campaigns. and Conferences throughout the United States, Canada and Great Britain, 


scriptural positions; whereas, when it is 
rightly understood, it refreshes the whole 


life, often giving one a new, Bible and some- | 


times even a new Christ, (And let it be 
plainly understood that the position of evan- 
gelical premillennialism has no connection 
with or, toleration for that unscriptural and 


dangerous doctrine known as ‘‘ Pastor Rus- | 


sell’s’’ ** Premillennial Dawn’”’ theory.) 


‘The story that the men of the Rocky | 


Mountain Bible Conference told was a re- 


markable one,—especiatly the account of the | 
time when they agreed with each other. to | 
present on the same Sunday morning, from | 


their various pulpits, the subject of the 
Second Coming. They were not prepared 


for the unexpected interest shown in the | 


* mere announcement of the theme, nor for 
the size of the audiences that thronged to 
hear them, 

In the closing session of the conference 
Dr. Torrey spoke on *‘The Lord’s Coming 
in Relation to Personal Holiness,’’ and Dr, 
Gray led in a consecration service based on 
Paul’s Spirit-given invitation: ‘I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, ‘that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service, And bé not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transiormed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.’’? ‘This message was 


followed with prayer for the filling of the | 
Holy Spirit. ‘The people separated full of | 
joy.and gladness for the manifestation of | 
Ge«l’s presence throughout the whole con- | 
ference, which had been indicated in the | 
spirit of unity and love that prevailed, the | 
oneness of testimony among the. speakers, | 


the atmosphere of prayer, and the convic- 
tion that the blessings received would bring 
forth fruit, as it is hoped, not only through- 
out North America, but in the mission fields 
as well, 


The many who have known with interest 
of this conference but were unable to attend 
it, and who would share in its blessings, 
will be glad to know that plans have been 
made for the early publication of a book 
containing the principal addresses (to be 
had for from 60 cents to @1 from the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 8:8 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois). 
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‘be ONE 


of one hundred Sunday School Times readers to make 








possible, NOW, the extension of the wonderful work of 








The Moody Bible Institute? 


An appeal of this kind must of necessity be a definite and personal one. 





It must have for its 








The officials of The 

‘| justification the accom- OUR OBJECTIVE Mood Bible Institute, in- 
plishments of the past plus the | #alf a Million for The M fluenced by wise counsellors 
needs and opportunities of the Bible Institute in 191 (among them the editors and 











t. 
@ It must have for its 
inspiration the “Faith of 
our Fathers.” 





impulse the assurance of 


in abundance, is attested by the - 
history of The Moody Bible 
Institute and its record of world- 
wide accomplishments. 

@ If but a tenth of the 
readers of The Sunday School 
Times could be brought into 
direct personal contact with this 
splendid heritage of its founder, 

. L. Moody, the task of main- 





@ It must have for its / wy 


ublishers of The Sunday 
School Times), guided by earn- 
est prayer, i by an insist- 
ent demand for a great forward 
movement, now come to YOU, 
personally, individually, to join 
with _ ninety-nine rs, in 
subscribing one hun- 
dred dollars each, with 
| which to Commence opera- 
tions on two new buildings. 


q@ If YOU will do 
YOUR part, the balance is 
practically assured. 


“ The present equip- 
ment, crowded, outgrown, in- 
- -\veneuipdndequateymeeds the addition of 

















n would be simple, 




















The above is not all there is to tell. If you 
wish, to know more before sending a hundred 
dollars, or your subscription for Shot amount, 
(using the blank form here provided), write for 
the series of informing and inspiring booklets, 
now ready for free distribution. Send for them 
anyway, whether you are able to contribute 
or not. Address 


The Moody Bible Institute 
155 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 


























Please Use this Certificate 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago: 
[] I send you herewith (Grae ) for $100.00. 





draft 
I hereby subscribe $100.00, payable before January tst, 
CJ 1915, in (Trontnie) installments of..................4 each. 
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Note.— Make a cross (X) in the square indicating your gish. 


say" IMPORTANT—Remittances may be sent to The Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, or to The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia 
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